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Whitney Tilson, the center
of 60 Minutes
on Lumber
Liquidators
and founder
of Kase Capital Management, came
to Baruch to
talk about short selling and his
research on Lumber Liquidators,
the company he shorted.

FEATURES 9
Students broaden horizons
through volunteering (p. 9)
Volunteering
can simply be
helping others with their
homework,
babysitting or
any activity that
does not have
an extrinsic
reward. While it may not be rewarding financially, volunteering
offers other rewarding factors.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Game of Thrones draws in
new wave of fans (p. 12)
The fifth season of the record-breaking
HBO drama
chronicles
fighting for
Baratheon’s
reign over seven kingdoms,
Queen Khaleesi struggling to run
her small country and more.
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USG presidential candidate Annie Sourbis suggested increasing meeting frequencies to improve student engagement.

SPORTS 18
Bearcats stay undefeated in
conference (p. 18)
Determined
to redeem
their worrying 1-2 start
of the season,
the Bearcats
bounced back
with victories
against the
Lehman Lightning, Brooklyn Bulldogs, John
Jay Bloodhounds and York Cardinals, which brought the team
back to a winning record.
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Wallerstein lauds college’s achievements on academic and financial fronts
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
EDITORINCHIEF

SCIENCE & TECH 14
Study reveals beards make
men more attractive (p. 16)
Dr. Cyril Grueter conducted
a study on “ornamentation”
of 154 species
of primates.
The results
suggest that
adult males
may grow out
beards to be viewed as older,
dominant and more attractive.

Next in Lex, the only team running for next year’s Undergraduate Student Government, was
acquainted with Baruch College
students at an April 14 “Meet the
Candidates” event. The executive
board of Next in Lex spoke of lofty
goals for the coming academic year
in terms of improving fiscal transparency, student-to-USG feedback
and linking students with clubs.
Touting the tagline “advocate for
all, build bridges and create connections,” the prospective board
has its eye on boosting student resources, such as initiating a facultyrun academic mentorship program
for students to receive one-on-one
coaching from faculty whose expertise dovetails their major.
“The reason this came about is
because most of our students, except for the honor students, don’t
have an academic advisor that is
specifically allocated to them,” said
Annie Sourbis, who is running for
president.
Feasibility concerns were raised
at the meeting in terms of the faculty’s willingness to assume the extra responsibility, given that CUNY
staff and faculty have not received a
raise in four years.
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Baruch
College
President
Mitchel B. Wallerstein lauded the
recent accolades and achievements of the college in his State of
the College Address. The address
was delivered during the semiannual general faculty meeting in
the Newman Vertical Campus on
Thursday, April 16.
Wallerstein spoke about financial, academic and infrastructural
actions taken by the college during
the previous academic year.
Wallerstein began by acknowledging the financial state of the
college when he began his tenure
as president in 2010 and the accomplishments since: “I discovered, upon my arrival, that only
two of Baruch’s three schools were
endowed, and the endowment of

the Weissman School [of ] Arts and
Sciences was not permanent.”
By 2014, the net assets of the
Baruch College Fund had grown
to $180.3 million from $124 million in 2010. Crediting the services of Weissman Dean Jeffrey
Peck and Professor Terry Martell,
Wallerstein stated the college was
able to restore the endowment for
Weissman. For the Zicklin School
of Business, the college was able
to “endow the deanship and to create a fund to provide additional
resources for Zicklin faculty,” said
Wallerstein. Baruch is still seeking
a “substantial naming gift” to endow the School of Public Affairs.
Wallerstein continued with updates on academic achievements,
praising the work of Dr. Ben Corpus, vice president for enrollment
management. “In 2000, the average SAT for the enrolled first-year

class was 1045; when I arrived in
2010, the average SAT score had
improved to 1217; and by this past
fall, the enrolled first-year SAT
average had risen to an impressive 1249,” said Wallerstein. “So it
is clear that we are now attracting
highly capable students; and this,
in turn, has caused the college to
be identified as ‘very selective’ in
its admissions.”
Wallerstein addressed the issue
of student and faculty diversity.
With 14,900 undergraduates and
3,100 graduate students, over 160
nationalities are represented at Baruch. “Our overall undergraduate
student body is about 42 percent
Asian, 11 percent African-American, 16 percent Latino and 32 percent what I like to call ‘the rest of
the world,’” explained Wallerstein.
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Grad Center
repository opens
doors for CUNY
researchers
BY DAMLA BEK
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR

Open-access culture is built
upon the notion that information should be free. Although
open-access materials vary in
form, the foundational principle remains the same. Students
and faculty will agree that free,
unlimited access to research is
invaluable. However, due to the
elitist nature of academia, it is
difficult to procure scholarly materials without access through a
sponsoring institution.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Esther Peterseil, a Holocaust survivor, speaks at a Baruch College event on April 16. The event, held in commemoration of
Holocaust Remembrance Day, was organized by Hillel at Baruch and was followed by a procession in the 25th Street Plaza.
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Meet and greet gives candidates a chance to speak

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
EDWIN MOREL
Court of Claims Judge Alan
Marin gave the family of Chun
“Michael” Deng permission to
proceed with a lawsuit against
Baruch College in addition
to the people responsible for
Deng’s death. “We’re trying to
make it totally unacceptable to
haze these pledges and have
these types of rituals that leads
to mayhem and death,” claimed
the Deng family’s lawyer, William Friedlander, to the Daily
News. While the school had argued that they were not aware
of the trip, Deng’s mother countered that the ambiguity of facts
in the case due to pending police
investigation leaves the family
without information about the
school’s potential role. She is allowed to file a late claim against
the school after a ruling last
month.
_________________________
Federal prosecutors and FBI
are investigating Adam Skelos’
business dealings and whether
his father, New York State Senate
majority leader Dean Skelos had
any influence involving AbTech
Industries. If true, the senator’s
involvement will prove to be detrimental to the capital following the resignation of New York
State Assemblyman Sheldon
Silver. The evidence presented
to a grand jury focuses on Adam
hiring by AbTech Industries and
a $20,000 payment made to him
from a title insurance company
that he had never worked for.
_________________________
Women are no longer at a
disadvantage for tenure-track
positions in university science
departments, according to a
study conducted by Wendy M.
Williams and Stephen J. Ceci,
the co-directors of the Cornell
Institute for Women in Science. A survey of nearly 900
faculty members from 371
schools across the country revealed that women are twice as
likely to be chosen over equally
qualified men.
_________________________
Considered to be the largest
protest by low-wage workers in
U.S. history, workers from over
200 cities walked out on jobs to
support “Fight for $15” demonstrations in an effort to get
the minimum wage raised. The
protest occurred on April 15,
otherwise known as Tax Day,
which was intentionally done
to bring awareness to working
families that are forced to rely
on public assistance. No arrests
were reported.
_________________________
In the aftermath of the East
Village incident, where a gas
explosion destroyed a number
of buildings, the small-shop
owners have vowed to rebuild
the cultured area. “This is part
of East Village history,” claimed
Enz proprietor Mariann Marlow
to a group in a report with The
New York Times. Marlow spent
time after the incident rescuing
manneuqins she had brought
back from London in the 1980s,
saying, “Some people might
say, ‘She is being hysterical over
a mannequin.’ But it’s my life,
it’s not just clothes.” More than
$250,000 has been raised in an
effort to help the victims and rebuild the history of the village.
Patti Smith, punk rock artist, was
one of many contributors, raising $50,000 through a benefit
concert at Theater 80.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Sourbis admitted that the concept is still in its preliminary phase,
but she hoped to see a “domino effect” should several departments
warm to the idea.
Although USG publishes minutes of senate meetings and budget
allocations for student organizations on the Student Life website, a
recurring criticism is the organization’s apparent lack of transparency and mismanagement of funds.
Ben Chatham, former vice-chair
of appeals, explained at a town
hall meeting in March that conference appeals, often amounting to
thousands of dollars, had doubled
from the previous year, hence the
shortfall. At “Meet the Candidates,”
he elaborated on plans for hosting
periodic ABC workshops, short for
“Appeals, Budgets and Co-Sponsorships” to educate club leaders
vis-a-vis budget management.
“It gives treasurers or any club
leader the opportunity to meet
with the chair of appeals, the chair
of finance as well as the treasurer to
go over the ... guidelines of things
they need to understand for the
coming fiscal year,” Chatham said.
With Next in Lex being the only
team running this year, a larger
issue regarding waning student
engagement has become apparent. The problem was underlined
by low turnout at USG’s previous
town hall meeting. Sourbis suggested that a solution would be to
increase meeting frequency and
vary the locations in high-traffic areas such as the cafeteria or second
floor lobby to attract onlookers and
jog student input.
Nardine Salama, who is running
for executive vice president, concurred, “Part of building that relationship or increasing transparency is really just letting students
know that we are here, and so that’s
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The candidates for USG’s upcoming election ﬁelded a number of questions regarding their goals for the coming year.
part of the reason why we’re campaigning on the second floor.”
USG is also entertaining collaborations with clubs on “major parties and professional development
events” in term of co-sponsorships
so that expenses are divided. Salama attempted to allay qualms that
this move would erode USG’s budget. She said, “If we’re cohosting,
it would mean a hell of a lot less
money in terms of us throwing our
own party or cohosting and paying
a portion of another club’s event.
So that wouldn’t increase USG’s
budget, that would leave more
funds possible for co-sponsorship
and for other outlets that we’ll use
to help enhance clubs’ events.”
USG’s contentious relationship

Cuomo’s ethics plan
included in state budget
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The 2015 New York state budget plan features Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s emphasis on an ethical
standard among public officials
and educational reform. The news
marks the fifth consecutive year
in which the budget has been
submitted for approval before its
April 1 deadline.
The highlight of the 2015 budget plan is Cuomo’s resilient push
to rid Albany of malfeasance. “I
said I would not sign a budget
without real ethics reform, and
this budget does just that,” said
Cuomo in a the press release. This
stems from the arrest of former
New York State Assemblyman
Sheldon Silver, who allegedly accepted nearly $4 million in bribes
over a 15-year period. Subsequently, Cuomo drafted legislation which would require public
officials to disclose information
regarding outside income and
the names of private legal clients.
Other regulations include restrictions on lawmakers’ expenses
subsidized by campaign funds.
Pending additional voting, those
found guilty of graft will ultimately
forfeit their pensions.
Yet, government watchdog
groups criticize the effectiveness
of these measures, amid the possibility of more arrests within the
statehouse.
The other critical issue addressed in this year’s budget plan
was the renovation of the failing
school system. While the education system is expected to receive
$1.6 billion in increased aid from
last year, the measure of school
performance will shift attention to
teacher performance. Specifically,
a strict teacher evaluation system

will be implemented, centered
on student exams. Incentives for
strong evaluations include tenure, pay raises and bonuses while
repeat failing evaluations will
automatically disqualify educators. Furthermore, significantly
underperforming schools will receive up to two years to improve
before the management is overhauled. Should these proposed
changes withstand approval by
lawmakers, the education system
will receive a $700 million bonus
in aid.
Several teachers’ unions and
concerned parents rallied in public protest and television advertisement to voice their displeasure with the Cuomo’s approach
to education reform. Many were
critical of Cuomo’s emphasis on
student exams, noting increased
pressure on teachers and students
alike. Others discredited Cuomo
for using bonus educational aid
to lure lawmakers into approving
the budget. This dissatisfaction
was echoed by a recent public
opinion poll conducted by Quinnipiac University, presenting a
significant decline in Cuomo’s job
approval rating.
Both the ethical and educational reform came at a high price
for Cuomo, as he was forced to
compromise key aspects of the
budget plan. Among them was a
proposal to raise the state minimum wage to $10.50 an hour.
However, Cuomo pledges to address the situations excluded from
the budget before the legislative
session comes to an end.
Other notable proposals from
the budget plan include $1.3 billion rewarded to the New York
Thruway Authority. Additionally,
lawmakers are set to receive their
first raise in nearly 15 years.

with Greek organizations this year
also begs the question of how Next
in Lex plans to better collaborate
with clubs, with Vivian Lau admitting in an earlier interview with The
Ticker that USG-club relationships
were “a little unstable.”
Isabel Zhao, running for the position of treasurer, spoke about improving the Baruch Officer Leadership Training by providing “supplemental materials” to serve as
guidelines for club leaders or those
looking to build clubs from scratch.
“I was a club leader who attended
the BOLT meeting, so there’s a lot
of things that I noticed that I had
questions about at the end of the
training, so we’ll provide supplemental information to give club

members an overview of what they
can expect in the coming year.”
A new seat has opened up in
the USG senate as well. Instrumental to reform plans for next year is
creating the position of a public
relations chair as a point of contact
between USG and the students.
“The PR chair is going to be the
person holding and planning general interest meetings for USG and
really getting the students to know
what we do and really getting our
presence on campus established,”
Lau, Next in Lex’s candidate for executive secretary, elaborated. The
chair will also be tasked with soliciting students for their feedback on
the campus experience and relaying this input to USG.

State of College address
gives optimistic outlook
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Baruch has several programs
dedicated to finding and enrolling
a diverse body of students, specifically underrepresented minorities.
“This past fall, the enrollment rates
for new African-American and Latino undergraduates increased
significantly; both were up by over
20 [percent],” said Wallerstein.
However, there is room for
improvement with regard to faculty diversity. After receiving $7.8
million for its base budget in Fall
2013, the college hired 27 new
tenure-track faculty in Zicklin and
additional faculty in Weissman
and SPA.
Kieran Morrow was hired as
the college’s new chief diversity
officer along with the renaming
and restructuring of the Office of
Diversity, Compliance and Equity
Initiatives.
“The CDO is now developing
and implementing new faculty
and staff hiring processes that we
anticipate will significantly improve our prospects for successfully recruiting additional URM
[underrepresented
minorities]
and women faculty in the coming
years,” said Wallerstein.
Wallerstein publicized the recent academic achievements of
the three Baruch schools including the new undergraduate major
in biological sciences and the development of an undergraduate
major in financial engineering.
Wallerstein stated that SPA has
become one of the largest schools
of its kind in the country, initiated
a Washington Semester Program,
expanded the master’s program in
higher education administration
and made strides toward the development of a master’s degree in
international affairs.

Wallerstein also announced
updates on infrastructural progress including the installation of
LED light and motion sensors for
offices and hallways, a computer
upgrade that will result in lower
energy use and a desktop printer
reduction program.
Wallerstein announced that
the 25th Street Plaza will be transformed into “Clivner-Field Plaza,”
named after David Clivner and
Lawrence Field, Baruch alumni
and members of the college fund
board of trustees.
The college is also working
on adding more Baruch rooms
toward a total of 466 beds in the
Third Avenue Residence Hall over
the next five years, finding a student center space in the vicinity of
the VC, renovating the 17 Lexington Ave. building and renovating
parts of the Newman Library.
Wallerstein also announced the
appointment of Dr. Alison Griffiths
as the interim dean of the Weissman upon the retirement of Peck
and the pending appointment of
Dr. Myung-Soo Lee, former interim dean of Zicklin, as the new vice
provost for global strategies.
Wallerstein ended the address
on several goals he hopes for Baruch to accomplish including
“moving our nation-leading, sixyear graduation rate for students
in our catchment from the current
65 percent to 75 percent within
five years,” sending “15 percent
of students abroad each year for
some sort of international experience,” the creation of an international student center, substantially increasing faculty diversity
in all three Baruch schools and to
strive “to have Baruch College
added to the Chronicle of Higher
Education’s list of ‘Best Places
to Work.’”
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Free CUNY MetroCards:
lunch that is best not served
While any student in the CUNY system can appreciate getting something for nothing, the economic adage “there’s no such thing as a free
lunch” still holds true in the universe of public higher education.
For every slice of pizza enjoyed during club hours, a few dollars is
deducted from the student activities fee stockpile: money collected
from students.
In this case, lunch quite literally is not free, and this example may be
obvious for Baruch College students, who are all too aware of the $145
they pay every semester even if they do not eat any “free” pizza.
But this same line of reasoning has fallen short of reaching the offices of councilmembers Ydanis Rodriguez and Inez Barron, who introduced a resolution on April 16 demanding that CUNY provide free
MetroCards for all its students. This resolution would cost an estimated
$30 million for reduced fares and up to $375 million to provide full-fare
passes.
Rodriguez and Barron do, however, have differing ideas about where
the money should come from, with Barron calling on the state to foot
the bill and Rodriguez calling on CUNY, the state and city to fund the
initiative.
This $375 million is a very costly lunch, one that, if consumed, will
ultimately fall on taxpayers. Though indirect and not the biggest concern, the students and families of students will still bear the cost of public transportation to and from classes.
Why spend so much money on a service that not all students need?
In the outer boroughs, many students drive, and CUNY-wide, many
students walk to campus.
Not all students struggle to cover the cost of transportation either.
What Rodriguez and Barron should do is allocate free MetroCards for
students receiving financial aid. Thus, the students who would benefit
the most from free transportation would be the ones receiving it.
With the leftover money, why not invest in other programs that
would enhance the educational experience of students? Graduate
school preparation is costly and scarce within CUNY. Facilities almost
always need updating.
Class sizes could always be smaller, and the fact that CUNY professors still do not have a contract is alarming.
If the state, city and CUNY, whose budget is comprised of state, city
and tuition funds, can find $375 million, there are simply better ways to
use it than by handing out free MetroCards.
But in the end, with the state looking to cut public education, specifically CUNY’s budget, CUNY students are likely to go hungry.

Appreciation of culture is essential
Fashion has a unique—and sometimes strange—place in popular
culture, the recent Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival included.
Of the sartorial diversity on display at the event, bindis worn by celebrities like Vanessa Hudgens made a striking statement on cultural appropriation by the West.
Material exchange in a globalized world includes not only services
and products but also tangible aspects of many cultures. The rise of nations on GDP rankings is now supplemented by visibility of their cultural elements on a wider scale. Whether it is yoga studio attendants
greeting enchanted patrons with namastes or sushi bars taking chopstick proficiency for granted, we, in the West, have found ways to infuse
“the other” in our culture. It certainly is hypocritical to selectively criticize ourselves for appropriating other cultures when we are happy to
share our music, clothing and food with the rest of the world.
However, it is important to recognize the difference between making marketplace choices in a consumption-driven global economy and
vulgarizing esoteric aspects of a culture. Learning from one another is
essential to collective human progress, but such practice must come
with informed appreciation of what we adopt.

JERMY FRANCISCO I THE TICKER

Food stamp abuse is a tired falsehood
Deeper understanding of SNAP recipients is needed if the food stamp conversation is to move forward

A

ctress Gwyneth Paltrow
recently made headlines
with her decision to undertake the Food Bank For New York
City’s #FoodBankNYCChallenge.
For those fortunate enough to be
unfamiliar with the challenge, it is
when well-off people pretend to be
much poorer than they really are by
attempting to live on a food stamp
budget for one week. The purpose
of the challenge is to show just how
difficult it is to eat healthy with the
constraint of a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program budget of
what amounts to $1.38 per meal.
Paltrow posted her grocery
haul for the week on her Twitter
account, which included a dozen
eggs, an onion and, oddly enough,
seven limes. And while her meal
plan certainly did a good job of
making her look foolish, it also
managed to show just how woefully ignorant too many people are
about the state of SNAP recipients
in America.
Paltrow’s social media antics came in the wake of Missouri
lawmakers pushing for legislation to limit what recipients of
food stamps would be able to buy.
Rep. Rick Brattin from Missouri is
sponsoring a bill that he believes
would “get the food stamp program
back to its original intent, which is
nutrition assistance.”
Brattin believes that the best
way to go about this is restricting
the purchase of “cookies, chips, energy drinks, soft drinks, seafood or

steak” using food stamps. Unfortunately, it seems as if Brattin has fallen for an all too common misconception about social welfare, which
is that it is commonly abused.
It is very easy to defend things
like chips and soda being restricted under this new legislation, but
trying to ban “luxury” items, such
as seafood and steak, while claiming to be revitalizing the program’s
original intent is ridiculous. The
reason that so many low-income
families buy cheap and unhealthy
goods is because it is all that they
can afford. To further limit what
they can purchase by banning extremely vague categories like seafood and steak makes no sense.
The idea that low-income families are using their welfare money
on custom rims and caviar is certainly not new. However, it is still as
ludicrous an idea as ever, because
for every one person who is abusing their benefits there are hundreads more who are depending
on it to survive.
Fortunately, not every politician
shares Brattin’s warped view. New
Jersey Sen. Cory Booker had taken
the challenge himself back in 2012.
Booker, who ate meals that consisted of nothing but canned corn and
peas, was quick to defend SNAP
recipients from the harmful notion
that all they buy is junk food, stating, “Folks on SNAP don’t always
have an abundance of wholesome
food available to them and end up
consuming many empty calories.”

In a perfect world, recipients of
food stamps would be able to eat
much healthier than they currently
do. However, at the rate in which
the program is seeing cutbacks,
recipients should consider themselves lucky they are even able to
eat at all.
In February, Congress voted to
cut $8.7 billion from the food stamp
program, a cut that cost recipients
an average of $90. Considering
that this $8.7 billion was merely a
compromise and Congress actually wanted to cut the program
further, things are looking rather
bleak for SNAP recipients. So is it
really surprising to anyone that
food stamp recipients would rather
buy cheap items such as ramen
noodles or ravioli? It’s cheap food
that they know will last them much
longer and farther than a head
of lettuce, or even worse, seven
limes would.
There are better and more appropriate ways to go about raising
awareness about malnutrition and
poverty in the United States than
emulating people who can barely
afford to eat. After all, once the
week is over, a participant of the
challenge can always go back to
their normal routine diet. For millions of Americans, however, the
struggle to afford food is not just a
challenge one does for Twitter but
a reality of life.
-Gabriel Marrero
Corporate Communications ’16

Tattoos finally becoming a social norm
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T

he U.S. Army has always
been known for its strict
dress and appearance code,
but recently, their controversial tattoo policy, which has been in effect
since last March, has become more
tolerant of modern social norms.
Under the current policy, soldiers
are allowed to have a maximum of
four small tattoos on their legs and
arms. In contrast, the soon-to-beimplemented new policy, spurred
by soldiers’ complaints, will do
away with many of these tired and
old rules.
Soldiers use tattoos to express
themselves, and after fighting for
our freedom, they should be allowed to fully express themselves.
Extreme tattoos, such as ones on
the face and neck, along with any
tattoos that depict “racist, sexist or extremist imagery” will still
be banned. The former because
they might risk the soldiers’ safety,
and the latter can cause conflicts
between the people who are supposed to be a united fighting force

against our enemies.
So if even the U.S. Army is easing up on tattoo regulations, does
that not mean companies looking to hire should ease up on it as
well? If two men walking into an
interview are identical in terms of
degrees and experience, the man
without ink is more likely to get the
job. We all know that the reason
is because he is deemed the more
professional and less threateninglooking person.
But his lack of ink does not
make him better for the job. Tattoos have nothing to do with intelligence, how hardworking a person
is or their honesty.
When it comes down to it, they
are just ways to express yourself
like the man in my English class
who always wears bright oxfords
or my professor who dyes her hair
blonde. They are still seen as professionals despite how they appear,
a privilege many tattooed citizens
do not receive.
It says something about the

shallowness of our society that,
instead of being measured by our
character, we are being measured
by our looks. Tattoos are a part of
modern societal norms, and businesses have to start adapting to the
world around them. Imagine how
many amazing workers and mavericks have been turned down over
the years just because they had
tattoos.
We are the new generation, and
it is up to us to form the new definition of professional. It is a definition that includes all those who
have been discriminated against:
the ethnic and racial minorities,
those in the LGBT spectrum, the
pierced and, finally, the tattooed.
Our definition of professional will
be one that will judge people based
on their skills, their passion and
the goodness of their heart, not in
the way that they choose to express
themselves.
-Jessica Kraker
English ’18
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USG will tackle stress
during finals week rush
FRONT&CENTER

CONNOR LEVENS

T

he week back from spring
break is always a good one.
We all get the opportunity
to see our friends and classmates
again, and we all try to stretch that
spring break “relaxation mode”
just a tad bit further. And with the
weather getting better, it is hard
not to.
The second week back is a
headache. For the next three
weeks, we are going to be buckling
down and studying for our classes
as we near the end of the semester.
Soon, finals will be kicking in and
stress levels will rise back to where
they were in March when it was
midterm after midterm.
We tried to make midterms
and finals a little less taxing last
semester by handing out snack
bags to students, an initiative lead
by representative Senator Kevin
Damri and a team of Undergraduate Student Government members. This semester, Vice President
of Campus Affairs Nardine Salama
has been tasked with running
something similar to what Damri
orchestrated, and we are keeping
the name that we had last semester as well: ExSTRESS Shops.
The term ExSTRESS Shops is
not a new one. It has been written
about before and was managed by
Representative Senator Vivan Lau

in the past, but Salama is going to
add a special spin to this one. She
was the person behind the candy
giveaways on the second floor of
the Newman Vertical Campus and
was one of the USG members responsible for running the majority
of the programming during this
semester’s Welcome Week. If you
were a fan of any those activities,
you are sure to be surprised with
the programming we have in store.
Next week, this column is going to keep its focus largely on the
status of Greek life at the college.
During the 27th senate meeting
this Tuesday, April 21 at 5:30 p.m.,
the USG will be discussing several possible situations of what
the Greek life community may
look like next year. These meetings
stem from several meetings with
Dean Art King and other members
of the college’s administration that
pertain to student life. We encourage all interested students to attend our meeting and raise any
concerns they feel necessary.
For those who have not attended a USG meeting before, this
Tuesday is going to mark our 12th
meeting for the Spring 2015 semester. We meet at 5:30 p.m. every
Tuesday in VC 3-270 and hope to
see you there. Refreshments will
be served.
We hope that this column helps
to offer some knowledge about
what the USG is currently working on both as a senate and as an
organization. If you are interested
in learning more about USG or
would like to tell us your thoughts,
please reach out to us in our office
at VC 3-275 or email me directly.
Connor Levens is the president of
Baruch USG. He may be reached at
connor.levens@usgbaruch.com.

US-Cuba relations start new chapter
THE POLITICKER

STEPHEN ELLIOTT

T

he delisting of Cuba on the
U.S. State Department’s “list
of state sponsors of terrorism” is a giant leap forward in normalizing the patently abnormal
relations between the two nations.
Cuba, beleaguered with economic
hardship since the fall of the USSR,
has found the solution to its woes
lies on the same path other former
satellites have taken: capitalism.
Though the blood of the revolution
was still fresh on their floors, the
Castro regime recognized that it
was time for another change.
Though terrorism was once
their largest export, Cuba’s complexion has changed considerably
since it was put on that dreaded
list in 1982. There was a time when
Cuba stood on Soviet subsidized
stilts, using its excess capital to
fund something in the range of 27
terror groups in the Americas.
At the apex of their communist
clout, the Cuban government ran
over 50 guerilla warfare training facilities within their borders pumping out finely tuned revolutionaries to be signed, sealed and sent
off where Karl Marx beckoned.
When the USSR fell, so too did
their efforts to unite the workers
of the world. They could no longer
afford to maintain their ambitions
nor could they sustain their quasicommunist economy.
The last remaining dictatorship in the Western hemisphere

has finally found its way out of
the 90-mile gaze of Washington
20 years later. After former President George W. Bush’s second
term expired and after Fidel Castro stepped down in 2008, relations have improved considerably
though still remain brittle at best.
The Obama administration has
loosened the belt on the embargo,
and President Barack Obama himself formally met with Raul Castro,
marking the first official meeting of
the two presidents in over 50 years.
The removal of Cuba from
the State Department’s dreaded
list means that embassies can be
opened, the next step toward normalizing relations and spreading
democracy the American way. As
it stands, the United States has
eased restrictions on remittances,
banking and travel. However, there
is still a significant amount of red
tape involved, given the two countries’ history. When embassies are
opened, diplomats no longer have
to rely on back channels to communicate, a vital prerequisite to
trade deals. When the embargo
is lifted, the framework will be in
place to fashion mutually beneficial economic deals.
The question now is whether
this was the right time to get the
ball rolling. Why did the Obama
administration decide to pursue
rapprochement now? Was there
an ulterior motive beyond another
trading partner? As such, it is easy
to be skeptical of this movie. What
if Cuba only ceased its efforts to
spread communism because it
could no longer afford it? Worse
yet, what if Cuba would use any
economic gains from eventual
trade with the United States to reinvigorate its revolutionary ways?
So long as a Castro remains in
power, U.S. politicians will be distrusting. Within minutes of the announcement, presidential candi-

date Marco Rubio denounced the
move, claiming it sends “a chilling
message to our enemies abroad
that this White House is no longer
serious about calling terrorism by
its proper name.”
Whether or not the Cuban government will live up to its assurances to no longer support any
form of global terrorism stands to
be seen. But normalizing relations
is a better means to prevent Cuba
from doing so, as compared to
maintaining a stranglehold on its
economy. Not to mention, it provides the U.S. government a decent
amount of leeway in the eventual
closure of Guantanamo Bay. In essence, the move can be seen as a
bribe to maintain the controversial
prison until a conservative majority Congress takes its fingers off the
trigger. Closing Guantanamo Bay
is near the top of the priority list
for both countries. For Cuba, it is a
pair of concrete handcuffs on their
coast, while for the United States,
the prison is a relic of Cold War
paranoia.
Rapprochement means more
than just a new trade partner and
destination vacation. It represents
a fundamental change in U.S. foreign policy—and a polar shift in
paranoia. Paired with a potential
nuclear deal with Iran, formal relations with Cuba are a means to
expand American soft power in a
crucial time for maintaining American hegemony.
Despite the malfeasant legacy
of Cold War foreign policy, these
policy moves are steps toward creating an honest, trustworthy super
power, one that is capable of resting on its diplomatic laurels not its
war decorations. Long gone are the
days in which American military
prowess was enough to maintain
its dominant position in the global
system. Opening dialogues is only
the beginning.

Low church attendance result of apathy Internet war will continue
With societal and cultural values shifting, attendance of religious service seems to be in a decline

T

he decline in church attendance confirms the reality
that lurks beneath the sur-

face.
Gallup polls show a detailed,
negative trend among U.S. Christians of various ages and religious
groups when it comes to attending service. In 2013, 37 percent
regularly attended weekly church
service, down from 39 percent 10
years prior.
Church attendance has been
hovering around 40 percent since
the 1990s after a precipitous drop
in the 1970s among men, particularly blue collars, as America took
the shift from an industrial-based
economy to one centered around
information.
Specialists, such as political
scientist and foremost scholar on
American civic life Robert Putnam,
have woven a sad tapestry with
the moral fibers of our national
institutions: “Not just churches,
but also strong families and strong
schools—are withering.”
Harvard scholar Putnam tells
us that the economic scenery has
changed as the supply-side economy has imposed its hegemony on
our national life, aided and abetted
by the 2008 market crash.
Which is why after limping
around in circles, such “policy experts” wander off in the direction
of minor issues for relief. And in
puzzlement, they marvel that at
a time when decent jobs are hard
to find, when debt and the state of
suffering and want are on the increase, that the very people the information age has made marginal
do not turn to the comforts, solace
and spiritual uplift that religion
would bring.
Perhaps the dust motes of Karl
Marx’s and Friedrich Engels’ ashes might be dancing in Marxian

ditty: “Religion is the opium of the
people.”
One has to look to the Department of Labor to introduce
a little calm and common sense
into the inefficient and narrow
standpoint of the elite who are
far removed from the everyday
life of ordinary people—namely, the absence of work and a
good income.
According to William Bradford
Wilcox, director of the National
Marriage Project, a “decent lifestyle and stable married life” are
“two key elements associated with
churchgoing in America.”
David Campbell, author of
American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us, believes that
cultural wars following the sexual
revolution, such as the ones on
abortion and gay marriage, have
had long-term fallout on churchgoing. Sex scandals within churches have also contributed. Putnam and Campbell believe many
“[young] Americans came to view
religion … as judgmental, hypocritical and too political.”
The dike against remorselessness, impoverishment and the
growing yaw of the very rich to
improve the backwardness of
the aggressive market economy
will make the talk of democracy, churchgoing and equality to appear to be nothing but
idle talk.
This flat assertion challenges
Putnam, that the “masses” view religion as hypocritical. This is what
Sigmund Freud calls a future of an
illusion.
If anything, America is
still a religious country, and
the majority still believe in
God and think of themselves
as spiritual.
But, to them, it is not in order

to strengthen institutions for bluecollar and white-collar workers.
Unions, both public and private,
would allow them with billions of
tax dollars. They have already paid
for present and long-range hopes
of social and spiritual improvement of their lives.
Although this might seem impossible, in these fear-ridden days
of the military surveillance state
that is the United States, perhaps
making this allegation has its own
reward as a way of warning: to
justify the spread of violence and
social control.
For, whereas in the past, religion has served as a safe value for
both the disenfranchised and the
well-off. Today, under the sway of
the free market economy, a warfare state and curtailment of legal
rights, the individual counts for
very little.
Putnam remains tone deaf to
the determining power that religion plays when the balance of
relative economic parity lessens
the damage to individual rights
in long periods of emotional
disequilibrium.
Abraham Lincoln once warned
that corruption and the power of
money run the risk of knocking
the pins from under society: pins
that religion once upheld but no
longer do.
The steady decline in church
attendance among a very Godfearing nation is a bellwether of
how unsteady the ship of state
is; for the demons of the past in
the form of drags, warlocks and
witches and pre-Abrahamic state
of mind has come to the fore as
a challenge to the wisdom of the
constitution.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism

I

n a surprising move, the Federal Communications Commission voted in favor of net
neutrality. Net neutrality means
that data is treated equally no
matter who creates it, allowing
for startups to compete with established brands. In a 3-2 vote, the
FCC reclassified broadband Internet as a public utility, which will
allow them to regulate the service.
This ruling comes as good news to
many consumers but much to the
dismay of Internet service providers. Unfortunately, companies like
Comcast, along with their Republican allies in Congress, are trying
their hardest to overturn this landmark decision.
According to The New York
Times, before the vote, opponents
of the regulation delivered a scathing critique of the order as overly
broad, vague, unnecessary and as
“government meddling” in a vibrant, competitive market. Cable
companies like Time Warner and
Verizon have also blasted these
new rules claiming they would reduce investments that would raise
prices and hurt the consumer.
However, these criticisms amount
more to misinformation and fear
mongering rather than validity.
What the FCC has actually done
is reclassify broadband Internet
as a telecommunications service
instead of an information service.
This allows the FCC to protect net
neutrality by regulating against
paid prioritization.
However, the implications of
this decision have greater effects
than how quickly one receives
their television shows. If one message comes to a consumer slowly,
and another comes quickly, which
one is going to be heard? This has
huge implications for democracy
and commerce. Without net neutrality, those with the most money
dictate what you can or cannot see

on the Internet. These new rules
are detailed, precise and essential.
The critique that this is just
“government meddling” in a competitive market came from Ajit
Pai, one of the Republican commissioners who voted against net
neutrality. Vibrant and competitive is a bizarre way to describe
this market. According to an FCC
report, “Approximately 96 percent
of the population has at most two
wireline providers, there are reasons to be concerned about wireline broadband competition in
the United States.” This in no way,
shape or form is a vibrant and
competitive market.
Cable companies try to portray
themselves as though they are protecting the interests of the customer. These companies claim that
the new regulations protecting net
neutrality will cost consumers an
extra $15 billion annually due to
service fees and additional taxes.
Again, like the other claims made,
this is not true. This figure comes
from a heavily criticized report by
the Progressive Policy Institute
from September 2014. The Washington Post gave the report and the
use of its faulty data three out of
five Pinocchios, signifying “significant factual error and/or obvious
contradictions.” With complicated
issues such as this, it becomes a lot
easier to obscure the truth behind
big dramatic numbers.
This ruling is a huge win for
consumers and advocates of a free
and open Internet, but the war is
not over yet. Lawsuits from Internet service providers attempting to
block the FCC ruling are expected.
However, this ruling has proven
that the cable companies, along
with their allies, are not by any
means invincible.
-Davon Singh
Undeclared
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Accounting giants debate possible international standards
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
STAFF WRITER

The Robert Zicklin Center for
Corporate Integrity hosted former
accounting standards board chairs
Sir David Tweedie of the International Accounting Standards Board
and Robert Herz of the Financial
Accounting Standards Board in
an April 1 event titled “Accounting
Standards for Global Capital Markets: Past, Present and Future.”
The speakers spent over an hour
debating the merging of U.S. generally accepted accounting principles
with the international financial reporting standards.
Accounting standards provide
guidelines for financial reporting,
and without common guidelines
companies would not be able to
carry out comparative analyses, a
crucial task performed by investors
and creditors
Tweedie’s main accomplishments include his appointment as
the chairman of the U.K. Accounting Standards Board in 1990 and
his positions as the first chairman
of the International Accounting
Standards Board from 2001 to 2011
and as president of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Scotland
from April 2012 to April 2013.
Robert Herz, a graduate of the
University of Manchester, is known
for serving as the chairman of the
Financial Accounting Standards
Board, which he held from 2002 to
2010, as well as an earlier membership in the International Accounting Standards Board. He is currently a member of several boards of directors, including Morgan Stanley,
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Tweedie and Herz disagreed as to whether or not a global accounting standard could actually be achieved.
Fannie Mae and the Sustainability
Accounting Standards Board.
The event began with a discussion about previous efforts to
merge U.S. GAAP and IFRS accounting standards. Both speakers agreed that merging the two
standards would make accounting
practices easier. Tweedie highlighted that Accounting Standards
Boards have previously worked to
achieve common standards but
were largely unsuccessful due to

Samsung wins bid to
produce Apple A9 chips
BY AMANDA ELSAYED
STAFF WRITER

Although Apple and Samsung
appear at a glance to be rivals,
the contrary is occurring behind
the scenes. In fact, Samsung had
recently won in a bid to produce
the A9 chip for upcoming Apple
products, specifically the next
iPhone models.
This was the case until April
15, when Apple made a last minute decision for Samsung to share
some of its production rights with
the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TMSC).
Samsung will produce 70 percent
of the chips while TSMC will produce the remaining 30 percent.
Regardless of the new terms
of this deal, obtaining the opportunity to produce a majority of
the chips for Apple is extremely
significant for Samsung because
it puts the company back in the
running against TSMC, whom
Apple had worked with on chip
production when it ended its
previous contract with Samsung
due to legal issues, as reported by
Bloomberg.
TSMC is currently the largest
chip producer in the world, so this
new deal with Apple helps bring
Samsung closer to claiming that
No. 1 position.
Samsung is in the process of
building a new chip factory outside Seoul, South Korea, also reported by Bloomberg. Samsung is
also partners with another manufacturing company, Globalfoundries Inc., which will assist in the
production of the A9 chips.
TSMC had previously produced A8 chips for Apple, which
were used in both the iPhone
6 and 6 Plus. The A9 chip is 14
nanometers, smaller than TSMC’s

16-nanometer chips. This may
be the initial reason why Apple chose Samsung to produce
the chips.
Ming-Chi Kuo of KGI Securities, who released a letter to investors about Apple’s inclusion
of TSMC , reported that it is possible that Samsung may not be
able to produce all the chips that
Apple will need as Samsung will
also be focusing on production of
chips for its own devices, the demand for which has apparently
exceeded the company’s previous
expectations. Another reason for
the change is that GlobalFoundries has recently been found to
have poor yields on production.
For these reasons, it is actually
logical for Apple to give a part of
the production to TSMC in order
to avoid future issues concerning
production.
Historically, Apple has spent
a generous amount of money on
chips, as they are a necessary part
of hardware for their products. In
2014, chip spending amounted to
about $25.8 billion.
Song Myong Sup, an analyst at
HI Investment and Securities Co.
in Seoul, South Korea stated that
last year Samsung faced a loss of 1
trillion won, the equivalent of $914
million. He predicted that with the
mix of the production of chips and
sales of Samsung’s own products,
it should actually be able to turn a
profit of 1 trillion won.
Simply put, this means that
Samsung has the knowledge of
how to actually make the chips,
and GlobalFoundries has the resources to produce them. While
Samsung is already a very successful company, it is apparent that
this new contract with Apple will
help the company expand in the
years to come.

the 2008 crisis.
“It makes no sense to have two
standards of accounting, especially if one is better than the other,”
Tweedie told the audience. He
added, “We can’t have two ways of
comparing assets.”
A similar situation already took
place in Europe where the member
states of the European Union chose
to join an international standard, or
the IFRS. In this case, it was easier
for the nations to join a common

accounting standard because their
economies were similar.
According to Herz, the first
obstacle is shareholders. Since a
change of accounting standards
will have a major impact on shareholders, it makes it difficult to push
change.
Tweedie summarized the second obstacle with what he called
“the three Cs:” change, loss of control and cost. This is a reasonable
concern as retraining accountants

to adjust to new standards would
take time and money.
Tweedie believes that the merging of the two standards will happen soon because the two are not
as far apart as people think. The
main obstacle in this case would
be globalization. Tweedie believes
that the process of globalization is
still not complete. Until it is, global
standards will not be achieved.
While Herz does not oppose
the idea of global accounting standards, he does believe that the
merging of the two will not occur
anytime soon. “For good or bad,
we have come to accept that we
will keep the U.S. GAAP,” Herz said.
“And it’s good for the world that
they have gone up to the better
standard … I just don’t see it right
now.”
Before closing his statement,
Herz pointed out, “Accounting …
is for transparency.” So far the U.S.
GAAP standard has proved sufficient in achieving this goal. Switching to international standards
would lead to confusion, discomfort and loss of control that could
easily take its toll on transparency.
The discussion was closed with
a question to the two speakers: if
they had the power, what standards
would they go after?
Herz made a general statement
that he would change the conceptual framework. Tweedie went into
a more detailed explanation, saying
that he would pursue the international income tax standards, which
are based on the U.S. standards.
Tweedie also suggested getting
rid of the standards in place and
starting from scratch.

City office investigates four universities
BY STEVEN WEINER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

New York City’s Department of
Consumer Affairs recently opened
an investigation against four forprofit universities in the city and
may possibly add more to the
investigation.
Any for-profit educational institution is operated as a private,
profit-seeking business. In February, subpoenas were issued to
Berkeley College, Mandl School,
New York Career Institute and
Technical Career Institute College
of Technology (TCI).
Consumer Affairs Commissioner Julie Menin said other schools in
New York City seemed problematic, but they were not added to the
investigation because other federal
and state departments were dealing with them.
The agency is claiming that
these schools might be charging
too much money for students to
attend. Therefore, they are looking
into student complaints concerning the amount of loans owed after
graduation. TCI made more than
77 percent of its revenues from
federal student aid. At Mendl, that
number is close to 80 percent. This
is due to a majority of the tuition
being paid with government money. Through a law known as the
“90-10 rule,” for-profit colleges are
not allowed to receive more than 90
percent of their revenue from student financial aid, including loans
and grants.
The colleges under investigation are all close to the permitted
90 percent because students have
to pay a lot of money to attend
these schools and need to borrow
some from the government on the
condition of paying it back after
graduation. Since the loans are not
being paid on the required schedule, there is a high rate of default

on student loans.
According to federal data, 24
percent of TCI students who began
repaying their federal loans in 2011
were in default over the course of
three years. Of students who started repaying in 2010, that figure was
up to nearly 39 percent.
Students whose loans drop into
default have to face serious consequences. If the default is not because of an error, the missing payment is reported by loan servicers
to major credit card bureaus.
This means students have to
deal with a negative credit rating
that can make it difficult to sign
up for utilities, get homeowners’ insurance, get a cellphone
plan or receive approval to rent
an apartment.
The recruiting practices of these
schools are also being looked at.
These colleges try to enroll new
students by repeatedly making
phone calls to people who request
information online and pressuring
them to commit on their first visit
to campus.
The subpoenas that request
documentation of the standard recruiting procedures are
a way for Consumer Affairs to
see if the schools have violated
the city’s consumer protection
laws. Consumer Affairs takes action solely based on the belief the
school is not credible with its actions without concrete evidence
of violations.
If violations are found, the
school can be fined or taken to
court to try to recover tuition money for those attending. In recent
years, for-profit colleges have been
under increased observation from
state and federal governments because of the increasing number of
people unable to pay outstanding
student loans.
This is because the graduates
cannot find a decent paying job

after college. “What we are concerned about is that predatory, forprofit colleges are taking advantage
of the ambition that so many New
Yorkers with low incomes have for
a better life, and cheating them out
of their dreams and their money,”
said Menin to The New York Times.
Noah Black, vice president of
public affairs at the Association of
Private Sector Colleges and Universities, an industry trade group,
defended for-profit colleges, saying that these schools did nothing illegal and the reason federal
loans are not being paid on time is
because of the financial struggles
seen in families. “The community
college comparison shows that
it is the economic situation and
background of the student, not the
type of institution that they attend
that impacts the default rate,” said
Black to The New York Times.
Federal data show that the default rates at for-profit and community colleges are nearly identical.
The difference is that 17 percent
of students at two-year institutions received a federal loan in the
2011-2012 school year compared
to the 61 percent of students at
for-profit schools.
President Barack Obama’s administration has done some investigation on this issue and has noticed that for-profit colleges might
have been using a loophole that
allows them to receive revenue
from financial-aid benefits given to
U.S. veterans.
As part of his 2016 budget plan,
Obama plans on removing this
provision through a change he
wants to make to the 90-10 rule.
The law will now include funding given to veterans to prevent
schools from profiting from all of
the financial aid given to veterans,
mainly through the GI Bill and the
Department of Defense’s tuitionassistance program.
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Queens restaurant owes millions in back wages to employees
Former employees of Kum Gang San, a Korean restaurant with Queens and Manhattan locations, won a $2.67 million lawsuit filed for back wages and abuse
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

The Flushing, New York, location of the Korean restaurant Kum
Gang San has been ordered to pay
$2.67 million in back wages to 11
employees. The verdict for the
case, filed in 2012 and delivered by
U.S. Magistrate Judge Michael H.
Dolinger, was seen by Chul Park,
one of the plaintiffs, “as a victory”
for “changing [work] conditions,”
according to The New York Times.
In 2010, the restaurant’s Manhattan
location was ordered to pay $1.95
million to 66 employees as a result
of a similar lawsuit.
Low compensation was not the
only complaint the 11 employees
filed in the suit. They accused the
restaurant’s owner, Ji Sung Yoo,
of unethical business practices
that included not giving adequate
breaks to employees working for
long periods of time and threatening to terminate their employment
if they did not fulfill every request
of his.
They claimed that such unprincipled requests included helping
Yoo’s son move into his apartment,
attending a mandatory church service organized by Yoo himself and
picking produce from a local New
Jersey farm during their time off.
The last was what eventually led to
the initiation of the lawsuit.
Failure to abide by Yoo’s demands would result in retaliation
through decreased hours or termination of employment altogether.
The restaurant has 250 employees
and previously had two locations
in the New York City metro area.
The Manhattan location of the
restaurant, which opened in 1997,
closed in February of this year because Yoo could not keep up with

the rent. Originally, 30 employees
wanted to join the suit, but Yoo
threatened to fire the prospective
plaintiffs, which caused many to
back out.
Yoo’s wife opened her own restaurant called New York Kimchi at
the Rockefeller Center about a year
ago, and it has already been sued
for similar allegations involving
maltreatment of employees.
Of the 11 employees who did
decide to sue, nine were Korean
waiters and kitchen workers, and
the other two were Latino bussers during their time of employment at Kum Gang San. The Asian
American Legal Defense and Education Fund along with Latino Justice PRLDEF helped represent the
plaintiffs. They worked alongside
the firm of Shearman and Sterling
based in New York City.
Yoo, through a translator, responded to the verdict by proclaiming the company has been
suffering from financial trouble
and could not hire impressive lawyers necessary to win the case. He
also disclosed that he has always
treated his employees well and that
he does not agree with the court
decision. He hopes to appeal the
court decision.
In the most recent lawsuit, the
former employees alleged that Yoo
would take advantage of the fact
that these workers did not possess lawful immigration status by
threatening to blacklist them if they
did not comply with all of his demands that were not typical of the
job description of restaurant employees. Since Yoo is a well-known
restaurateur in the Korean community, such a threat would not be
hard to carry out. Yoo also intimidated his employees by threatening
to make allegations against them

that would result in deportation.
Some employees admitted that
they did consider transferring to
a different restaurant but felt that
conditions would not be that much
better since immigrants are generally treated similarly despite which
ethnic restaurant they work for.
They also explained that they were
also drawn to remain working for
Yoo since he has a lot of influence
in the restaurant community of
Queens.
Along with being held guilty of
undercompensating its workers,
the verdict found, the restaurant
was not maintaining proper payroll
records either. This was a repeated
observation of the 2010 lawsuit
filed by other former employees.
In the recent lawsuit, however,
employees testified that working
conditions did not improve since
the verdict in years prior and that
employees were instructed to misrepresent years’ worth of timecards.
According to Gothamist, such
poor working conditions seem
to be a recurring trend in the restaurant industry. Even popular
chains such as Taco Bell and TGIFridays were forced to make million-dollar settlements with their
employees in the past who have
sued as a result of similar labor
law violations.
Although the labor laws include
immigrant workers, restaurant
owners tend to disregard those
when dealing with their employees. However, employees similar to
the ones who won the case against
Yoo are beginning to realize that
they are entitled to certain rights as
workers in the United States.
A 2009 study concerning wage
theft found that foreign-born
workers are more likely to experi-
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Both of Kum Gang San’s locations have been found guilty of abusing employees.
ence wage violations than average
native-born citizens. In addition,
workers in low wage industries in
New York City lost over $18 million
a week as a result of such illegal violations.
Although the plaintiffs did want
to win back their wages that were
owed, they also wished to set a
new precedent for future work-

ers of Kum Gang San. Song, one
of the plaintiffs and former waiter,
explained to Gothamist, “Getting
the wages we are owed is important. But honestly, beyond that, I
hope that we can build a better Korean community where we aren’t
squeezing each other for every last
penny. That is the bigger goal we
have in doing this.”
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Whitney Tilson discusses short selling and Lumber Liquidators
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

Baruch College welcomed Whitney Tilson on April 14 as a guest
speaker on the topic of corporate
ethics. Tilson is the founder and
managing partner of Kase Capital
Management and has been in the
spotlight following a 60 Minutes appearance that presented his allegations against Lumber Liquidators.
Tilson claimed that the hardwood retailer has been continually
selling laminate flooring with formaldehyde levels above regulations
and made roughly $1.4 million in
short selling prior to the 60 Minutes
interview.
Tilson started the event by delivering two presentations. The
first was about the overall process
of short selling and was based
on the books he previously wrote
on the topic.
The second presentation was
the one he delivered to the Robin
Hood Investors Conference in November 2013 about Lumber Liquidators, which was his first presentation about his findings on the
company.
Before he began discussing his
own experience with short selling,
Tilson made a point of warning the
audience that the common investor should not attempt to short sell.
He advised that only experienced
investors with a profitable longterm investment portfolio should
entertain the idea of short selling.
When short selling, he explained, one should have a diversified portfolio and should conduct
extensive research on companies.
The only way he was able to profit
from the Lumber Liquidators short
sale was due to his research of the
company’s questionable, drastic
increase in its gross profit margin. Tilson compared short selling during the recent six-year bull

market to “swimming against a
tidal wave.”
Tilson began his second presentation with the figures of Lumber
Liquidators’ finances that raised
questions. The presentation displayed charts that presented a revenue growth of 22 percent annually
for nearly a decade and a seven fold
increase in the value of the company’s stock in less than two years.
The only reasons for such a
sharp increase in revenue compared to competitors such as Home
Depot and Lowe’s, he explained,
could be a significant increase in
price or a decrease in production
costs. Once he conducted Internet
research on the company, Tilson
found information valuable to investors sitting idle online.
He found a report by the Enviromental Protection Agency claiming
that Lumber Liquidators had been
importing illegal hardwood from
foreign countries. As a result of this
initial report, two federal agencies
raided the company’s headquarters. When Tilson simply presented
this information to the conference
of investors, Lumber Liquidators’
stock decreased by 12 percent almost immediately before further
research was conducted.
It was not until five months after
this initial descent that Tilson got
tipped from an insider claiming the
company had been selling cheap
laminate flooring imported from
China, which contained illegal
levels of formaldehyde levels. Following this communication, Tilson
paid $5,000 to a lab to test the laminate flooring. The findings of his
experiments backed up his claims.
At this point in the event, after
Tilson explained the process of his
own investigations, he began to expound upon the ethical dilemma of
presenting his findings to the media while short selling their stock.
Tilson had previously been fea-
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Tilson has become somewhat notorious for speaking out against Lumber Liquidators business practices.
tured on 60 Minutes in 2008 when
he discussed the housing crisis—
an Emmy Award-winning segment.
Thus, 60 Minutes was the first media Tilson used to share the story.
He advised 60 Minutes not to
contact him with any updates as
long as they assured him that they
were developing the story. After the
news program refined the story to
their standards, they invited him to
be interviewed for the segment.
To his surprise, when the segment aired, 60 Minutes gained
undercover video footage of the
Chinese manufacturers backing
Tilson’s claim even further.
After showing the audience this
footage, Tilson asked them what
they believed the best course of

action Lumber Liquidators should
have taken after the 60 Minutes
report. He then disclosed that he
believed they should have blamed
the instance on a lack of knowledge that the Chinese factories
were selling them laminate that
were not compliant with the standards even though the documents
proved otherwise.
Lumber Liquidators instead
proclaimed that the laboratories
did not conduct the experiments
properly since they used the process of reconstruction before testing the samples. In this process,
the top layer of plywood over the
core of the laminate is sanded off
and is not included in the testing.
Since the main source of form-

aldehyde is underneath the plywood, this resulted in higher levels
during testing.
Tilson confided that blaming
the harmful chemical levels on
a technicality was unethical and
unwise on the company’s part. In
the conclusion of his presentations, Tilson assured the audience
that this is not a pervasive industry problem and is rather a company specific one. Seventy class
action lawsuits have been filed
against the company since the 60
Minutes report.
Tilson concluded the event by
taking questions from the audience. Both presentations and all
video footage is available publically
on Tilson’s website.
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Students broaden their horizons with volunteering experience
BY YING LI
STAFF WRITER

Volunteering is the willingness
to help others without asking for
anything in return and is not limited to work done for a nonprofit
organization. It can simply be helping others with their homework,
babysitting or any activity that does
not have an extrinsic reward.
While it may not necessarily be rewarding financially,
volunteering offers other rewarding factors. Xi Li, a Baruch
College sophomore majoring in
accounting, stated, “The happiest
people in the world are the people
who give their happiness to others.”
Rebecca Drabczyk, sophomore
statistics and quantitative modeling major, agreed, “Although obtaining an internship or job is a
main concern for college students,
it is important to remember that
volunteering and giving back are
just as important for your future
success and growth.” Byron Williams, regional recruiter for the U.S.
Peace Corps, added to Drabczyk’s
idea of future success and stated,
“Volunteering enables you to gain
new skills.”
Many students in the Baruch
College community agree that it
is important to volunteer. Even
though the majority of Baruch students are business majors, Drabczyk said, “Volunteering helps you
expand your network by finding
people with similar aspirations and
passions. Contributing to an organization whose mission aligns with
your passion is one of the most rewarding feelings in the world.”

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

On April 2, Baruch held a volunteer fair that oﬀered opportunities for students to lend their time and talent to a worthy cause.
Mohamed Mozeb, a junior accounting major, shared, “It feels
good to give back, and at the end
someone actually appreciates the
work,” he shared. “They know that
you did something for them. Some
people that I volunteer for still contact me and we are friends now.”
Most students do not volunteer
based on their majors. Instead,
they volunteer to help others even
if the job is not related to their career interests. Volunteering is about
giving back to the community but
all volunteers can grow from the
experiences.
Emma Li, a junior majoring
in finance, enjoys helping young
kids. She described the best part
of volunteering as sharing. “We
can share our experience with the
participants, and it is experiences
where we can grow together.”

At Baruch, it is easy to find a volunteer job as there are many places
to look. Steven Huang, a senior majoring in public affairs, listed several places including clubs, Starr
Career Development Center and
professors.
“Outside of Baruch, New York
Cares, Volunteers of America and
just about any nonprofit will be
more than happy to take volunteers,” he said.
In addition to the other places
listed, on April 2, Baruch hosted its fourth Annual Volunteer
Fair, which hosted many nonprofits ranging from citywide
organizations to international
organizations.
Douglas Medina, Baruch Scholars Program advisor and associate
director, was one of the fair’s committee members said, “[The fair is]

a group of people who are committed to the idea of service within the
Baruch College community.” The
fair hosted over 30 different organizations that talked to students
about the different opportunities
available to students.
Medina viewed this fair as an
important conduit for teaching students about how it is “important
to think about others, think about
the community and about service
in general, regardless of the career
path you are pursuing.”
The organizations represented
at the volunteer fair are but a modest sample of a vast number of nonprofit organizations. Drabczyk stated, “Each year, the volunteer committee aims to expand the fair to
ensure a wider audience is reached
and more organizations are
represented.”

Within the Baruch community,
there is the Baruch College Task
Force on Sustainability. There are
many opportunities within New
York City, such as zoos in different
boroughs, Free Art NYC and Bike
New York. Some organizations can
be more focused on a certain career path, such as Her Justice for
law and New York Presbyterian for
medicine.
Looking at more national organizations, there is UNICEF, “which
promotes the rights and wellbeing
of every child,” according to their
website. Lastly, for students looking to volunteer internationally, the
Peace Corps sends students to underdeveloped nations to help those
in need.
Finding the time to volunteer
may seem like a nuisance, especially around finals or even midterms, but there are benefits to it.
In the honors program at Baruch,
volunteering is required. Medina
said, “It is important to think about
privilege and that privilege is given
back to the community.”
Even if volunteering is a requirement, it is important to think about
the idea of giving back. No one is
great at everything and contributing to a certain organization benefits both parties. Alix Cervantes,
a freshman majoring in political
science, said that she volunteers
because she is, “Offering my services to people who know how to
utilize it.”
Cervantes said, “I am a part of a
huge community and because I am
at least a part of one, I want to do
my best and make it healthy.”

CUNY Graduate Center introduces virtual open access repository
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
For example, Baruch College
students have access to a plethora
of scholarly journals, newspaper articles, archival sources and
many other valuable resources
through the library databases.
They can even access these materials remotely. However, institutional subscriptions to these databases are expensive, as reflected
in the $125 technology fee paid
by students prior to the start of
the semester.
If a researcher tried to access an
article from a periodical published
during the Civil War era without
going through an institution first,
they would have to pay a hefty price
out of pocket. The library acts as a
middleman, cutting down the costs
of academic access for students
significantly.
In contrast, open access materials are distributed with no real
regard for profitability or exclusivity. In that vein, open access makes
the pursuit of knowledge easier and
more dynamic. With this in mind,
dedicated librarians and information specialists at CUNY developed
an open access repository. Academic Works is an effort to push
CUNY into the future in terms of
information access and collaborative scholarship.
Currently it only houses a collection of 1,125 works from the
Graduate Center. There are plans
to make connections across all 24
CUNY campuses.
Academic Works has drawn interest from around the globe, from
countries like Turkey, the Netherlands, France, Egypt and Russia.
The most downloaded work thus
far is a dissertation titled “Control
of Exciton Photon Coupling in Nano-structures” by Xiaoze Liu of the
Graduate Center.
Certainly, CUNY is not the first
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Academic Works, CUNY Graduate Center’s open access repository, will give free, unlimited access to peer-reviewed research.
institution to enact such a system;
Boston University, George Washington University, the American
Museum of Natural History and
NASA all offer similar open access
services. However, the open access
movement has been gaining traction in the academic world over the
past few years.
Jill Cirasella, associate librarian
for Public Services and Scholarly
Communication at the Graduate
Center, is responsible for Academic
Works at the Graduate Center. Megan Wacha, scholarly communications librarian at the Office of Library Services at CUNY Central, is
responsible for making Academic
Works a CUNY-wide project.
In an interview with The Ticker,

Cirasella and Wacha expressed
enthusiasm for the ongoing project. Both are optimistic about
the direction Academic Works
is taking.
Cirasella explained the inception of Academic Works: “Academic Works as an idea definitely
came well before Academic Works
the actual, realized site. There are
a number of us around CUNY who
are really interested in open access and some of us have different
priorities, whether the interest is
mostly about getting the scholarly
literature that’s usually locked up
inside expensive journal subscriptions, getting that out to the public.”
She continued, “Generally, the
researchers who write those ar-

ticles are not paid, so they’re not
operating under any expectation
of payment, and yet, they’re locked
up. The researchers—who would
often be our faculty, our graduate
students—want to share this with
the world and the publishers don’t.
The publishers benefit from keeping it locked up.”
Wacha added that, in application, Academic Works will be a fully
connected, CUNY-wide program
by the end of the year. “I started
in January of this year, and we are
ready to create a very big repository
very, very quickly. We actually have
a site that is currently live; it’s available at academicworks.cuny.edu,”
she explained.
“What I’m really excited about is

that already librarians, as information professionals and information
specialists, are really engaging with
this issue. Just a couple of weeks
from now, we will have six of the 24
campuses with collections in the
repository and that number is just
going to continue to grow in the
months and years ahead,” she said.
Academic Works is currently
hosted on Digital Commons. Cirasella asserted that their primary
concern was getting the site up
quickly and efficiently.
“The software is all completely
built and the content is hosted on
the company servers. So we don’t
really have to worry about those
technical aspects which is great because it frees us to worry about the
content and the things that matter
to CUNY faculty and CUNY students,” she said.
The site also allows authors who
submit their work to indicate an
embargo, which means that they
can designate a period of time in
which their work is on Academic
Works but remains inaccessible to
other users. An embargo is useful
to those who have limiting contracts with books and academic
journals or patent applications in
process, according to Cirasella.
In other words, the interface is
designed to be user-friendly. Academic Works is truly a system built
to help academics better themselves and their work. Whatever
barriers exist are in place at the request of users.
“Here at CUNY, what I’m really
excited about is the different types
of intellectual and creative output
on very different types of topics,”
said Wacha. “We can have a dance
performance, a student undergraduate thesis, a faculty article,
and we can make that content accessible for free and really have an
impact on our community, locally
and globally.”
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Overreliance on health apps can lead to incorrect diagnoses
BY ARIEL WARD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Social media is flooded with
pins, tweets and posts about fitness
transformations and healthy living.
On Instagram alone, #fitness brings
up 77.9 million pictures of people
showing off their active lifestyles,
many of whom rely on mobile
technology to achieve their goals.
Companies like Nike have jumped
on this opportunity by integrating
their wearable technology with
mobile devices.
The rapid growth in mobile
health apps has led to debates
about whether or not they are causing more issues than they solve.
The New England Journal of
Medicine paper, “FDA Regulation
of Mobile Health Technologies,”
defines mHealth as “the use of portable devices such as smartphones
and tablets for medical purposes.”
The current problem with this
health technology is its credibility
because many smartphone apps
have been developed without consultation with medical experts.
Nathan G. Cortez, an author of the
paper, wrote that, of the more than
97,000 mHealth apps on the market as of March 2013, only 100 have
been declared safe by the Food and
Drug Administration.
Although many of the apps
mean well and aim to help people
to stay healthy, they are not founded on medical expertise and could
lead to potentially dangerous errors. Cortez wrote that, in 2012, a
diabetes app was recalled because
it miscalculated insulin doses for
its users. Such miscalculation can
be fatal for diabetics with fluctuating blood glucose levels. In another
situation, an app measuring swollen and tender joints for arthritis
patients miscalculated scores by as
much as 50 percent.
The role of the FDA to regulate

and maintain safe mHealth apps
has blurred because of the involvement of Congress. According to
Cortez, Congress developed three
classes of devices based on their
risks: class 1 (low risk), class 2 (medium risk) and class 3 (high risk).
Class 3 devices require pre-market
approval, whereas class 2 devices
must fulfill Section 510, which
states that the manufacturers have
to declare their device is “substantially equivalent” to a previous device. However, this leaves significant room for interpretation.
While the discrepancies described are extreme, they still raise
concerns about the proper use of
apps that are considered less diagnostic. Some of these apps, such
as MyFitnessPal, which is used to
measure body mass index, weight
and calories, could be used improperly. However, it is important
to remember that not everyone
uses them the wrong way.
Vince Parulan, a Baruch College sophomore undeclared in
major, said, “In my experience, it
was beneficial because the app
is not telling me ‘You should do
this or do that.’ In the end, it is me
controlling the app, not the app
controlling me.”
However, an article titled “Apporexia” published by ABC News, describes how a girl named Hannah
Kula developed an eating disorder
by excessively monitoring her food
intake by using calorie-counting
apps. She became anxious if she
did not have access to the app and
constantly monitored the number
of calories in her meals.
While some people are unsettled by the thought of overreliance
on and misuse of mHealth apps,
Analisa Sukahu, a freshman and
accounting major, said, “Because
of my crazy schedule, I don’t have
time to work out, so I don’t really
need them.”
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Developers of mobile health apps often do not consult with healthcare professionals, leading to misinformation.
It is important to know that not
all mHealth apps lead to unhealthy
choices.
Anna Libron, a sophomore and
computer information systems major with a busy schedule, also sympathized and said a particularly
helpful app would be one “related
to sleep because I am always sleepdeprived.”
When asked about users’ general experience, Sukahu commented, “Recently, [there] has been
a rapid increase of people [who]
have become obsessive with their
weight and health, but you can’t really blame them.” Growing health
awareness is not surprising, given
the increased exposure and popularity of social media fitness stars
such as Jen Selter and Kayla Itsines.
A New York Times article by
Joshua A. Krisch, “Questioning

the Value of Health Apps,” published last month, suggested that
although mHealth apps have a
bright future, they should be used
with caution because they are still
relatively new. Safety laws and
regulations are still catching up
with the constantly adapting apps,
which are frequently updated by
developers.
The article describes one positive use of these mHealth apps,
as in the case of diabetic Keith
Wick, a 29-year-old information
systems technician for the state of
California.
According to the article, Wick
keeps track of his blood sugar levels by entering data six times a
day onto a virtual spreadsheet.
Increased demand for these apps
represents an opportunity for industry growth that Congress wishes

to avoid stifling through excessive
regulation.
Baruch students also described
positive experiences with mHealth
apps. Jairam Persuad, a sophomore and accounting major, said,
“I use the Nike fitness app. I actually really like it because it came
with my phone. It helps me see
when I am less active and when I
should be active.”
When asked about the benefit
of mHealth apps, Persuad said, “It
is somewhat [beneficial] because I
don’t think a smartphone can give
you really accurate information.
It’s really good for people because
they can use it and it actually keeps
them on track.”
For casual use, students agree
that there are potential benefits,
but when taken too seriously, those
benefits begin to diminish.

Artificial Intelligence masters simple tasks, replacing human labor
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
STAFF WRITER

In a fast-paced and demanding
business world, automated robots
are becoming increasingly essential for completing simple tasks.
From robo-journalists that cover
data-driven beats to kiosks replacing cashiers at McDonald’s, the
robot is undoubtedly on the rise.
Questions arise as to whether the
livelihoods of those who write for
a living will be threatened. In a diverse community like Baruch College, students have mixed opinions
on whether robots could one day
overtake the competitive working
environment and which human
jobs will endure.
Ken Jennings is an author and
was a contestant on Jeopardy.
Jennings currently holds the longest winning-streak record on the
American game show. However,
his defeat to Watson, IBM’s artificially intelligence computer system
in a Jeopardy tournament, fueled
speculation on whether a machine
could perform any job more efficiently than a human in the future.
According to the Associated Press,
an Automated Insights’ Wordsmith
platform is used to create about
3,000 stores of company earnings
reports every quarter. Many other
associations use automated robojournalists to create reports in the
business sectors simply because it
is cost-efficient.
In the future, if robots are able
to perform duties faster and more
efficiently than humans, they
could pose a threat to society. Emily Szuto, an accounting major
and sophomore, said, “Jobs will
definitely be put at risk. Robots
are known to be almost flawless.
There will not be a need for lunch
breaks or any union forming in any
organization.”
Szuto explained that machines
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Emily Szuto, an accounting
major and sophomore,
opined: “Although there
will be a cost in ﬁxing them
if they are ever damaged,
robots are eﬃcient and will
take over a lot of simple jobs
that people have now. I think
some of the jobs that have
been lost throughout the last
decade or two are the use
of cashiers and restaurant
employees.”

IBM’s artiﬁcial intelligence computer system, Watson, is an example of how automatons are used in the television industry.
are capable of doing simple jobs
in a time-efficient manner that humans cannot, especially the ability
to use the Internet.
“Although there will be a cost in
fixing them if they are ever damaged, robots are efficient and will
take over a lot of simple jobs that
people have now. I think some
of the jobs that have been lost
throughout the last decade or two
are the use of cashiers and restaurant employees. Because of technology advancing in the past few
years, there is no need for anyone
to physically be at the restaurant
to get the food. We can simply pay
on the Internet with a credit card,”
Szuto opined.
Robots prove advantageous in
the case of automated kiosks. In
fact, robots taking over even the
simplest jobs will widen the job
spectrum and create even more
jobs in areas that require higher

skill levels so that overqualified
graduates do not end up working in
unskilled jobs .
Kenneth Li, a freshman undeclared in major, agreed: “I believe
that jobs will not be threatened by
robots. In fact, it may even create
more jobs if robots take over simple
jobs. As seen from our use of electronics, the more function a device
has, the more problems will be created. Someone has to watch over
the robots to make sure they are
doing their job correctly.”
Li added, “If robots are not performing the job well enough, it creates a lot of possible solutions to
solve the problem. This will include
the high demand for jobs. It would
not hurt if robots replaced the
simpler jobs, such as a cashier or
journalists.”
If robo-journalists were able to
use natural language generators
to create articles that are indistin-

guishable from those written by
humans, certain media jobs will
certainly be at risk.
Calvin Lu, a senior majoring
in finance, shared his thoughts on
which jobs have faded out in the
past decade or two. “One of the
things that I feel fortunate about
is the convenience of the use of
technology in our generation. Jobs,
such as switchboard operator,
have been phased out in the past
few decades,” he said.
As to the general consensus on
jobs that could disappear in the
near future, Lu added, “I think bank
tellers will be threatened in the future. All there is as a teller is related
to money, a quantity of some sort.
MTA operators will also be threatened. There are shuttles that exist
today that go from point A to B,
without any operator. Essentially,
the trains we take everyday go from
point A to B.”

Alvin Fung, a freshman majoring in finance, shared, “Technology has increased and improved
tremendously over the years. The
advancements have made it easier
for companies to save money because they use robots instead of
manual labor.”
Fung believes that stimulation
of the economy is key to ensuring
that robot labor does not eviscerate
the human job market. “With the
introduction of robots, many people are losing their jobs, and it is being obsolete for humans to work. In
order to improve the economy, we
need to provide more jobs, not lay
off people and replace them with
robots,” he suggested.
Despite the fear that low-skill
jobs may disappear in the future,
the introduction of automated labor could potentially create a variety of jobs that require the human
touch that robots do not have.
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Netflix jumps on superhero bandwagon with Daredevil reboot
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

Netflix is on a high streak when
it comes to its ever-growing lineup
of original programming. This year
has already seen the successful
debut of shows like Unbreakable
Kimmy Schmidt and Bloodline.
Also in the pipeline are several
original series from Disney and
Marvel Studios. Four new shows
have been announced, with all of
them eventually crossing over into
a mini-series based on Marvel’s Defenders comic book series. The first
of these four shows to be released is
Daredevil.
In Daredevil’s first live-action
appearance since the much maligned 2003 film starring Ben Affleck, the new Netflix show manages to not only provide a respectable
adaptation of the comic but also
successfully mix the humor and
adventure of Marvel while taking
cues from DC’s popular shows like
Arrow and Gotham.
The show focuses on Matt Murdock, played by Boardwalk Empire’s Charlie Cox. Matt was blinded by a vat of chemicals as a child.
Though his sight was taken away,
his other senses were enhanced
thanks to the chemicals, effectively
turning his would-be disability into
a minor inconvenience. Matt lives
in Hell’s Kitchen and spends his
day working as a struggling criminal lawyer trying to make ends
meet in New York City.
By nightfall, however, he prowls
the streets and fights criminals
under the guise of a mysterious
vigilante known as Daredevil. As

his presence in the city becomes
greater, a powerful criminal lord
comes along and sees Matt and
his alter ego as a major threat to
his plans for taking over the city.
The rest of the season focuses on
Daredevil trying to stop the crime
lord’s plans.
As far as playing the dual role of
Matt and Daredevil, Cox succeeds
in making both identities easily
distinguishable. On one hand, he
plays Matt with a clever and cunning demeanor that fits perfectly
with his normal lawyer life.
However, as Daredevil, Cox
turns into almost an entirely different character. Gone is the easygoing nature and in comes a brooding
and intimidating hero that truly
lives up to his mantra of “the man
without fear.”
Vincent D’Onofrio plays the
main villain of the series, the upand-coming crime lord of Hell’s
Kitchen, Wilson “Kingpin” Fisk.
D’Onofrio’s performance brings
about the expected vitriolic ruthlessness that audiences would
expect from a mob boss. But the
creators of the show let him expand
his performance further by even
throwing in an engaging love story,
which gradually shows his transformation into Kingpin.
Helping Daredevil out in his
daytime life as Murdock is Frank
“Foggy” Nelson (Elden Nelson) and
Karen Page (Deborah Ann Woll).
Foggy’s only real purpose as a character is to provide comic relief.
Though in keeping with the tone of
the show, he manages to be funny
without coming off as campy. As
the love interest for Matt, Woll

plays Karen as his mirror image,
since both are pursuing an equally
daunting and risky quest in bringing justice to the city.
While the acting is just as exceptional as one would expect
from a Marvel Studios production,
the biggest surprise is the surprisingly darker tone. Compared to
both the movies in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D. TV series, Daredevil is
anything but a lighthearted actionadventure series. The dynamic

action scenes, strong character
development and true-to-source
material writing are all still there,
but the overall tone is significantly
grittier and raw, almost giving off a
Batman vibe.
The main storyline as a whole
is also more intricate and deep but
thankfully not as convoluted and
confusing as Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
later became in its first season.
Both Daredevil and the entire slate
of Netflix shows are Marvel’s attempt at trying to shake off the fam-

ily-friendly stigma that comes from
its association with Disney.
For a show in its debut season,
Daredevil has set the bar incredibly
high for future superhero shows
on Netflix, especially the next
three Marvel shows that are slated
to premiere in the future. Hopefully Daredevil’s success not only
leads to a satisfying crossover with
the other Marvel shows on Netflix but also opens up the possibility of a Daredevil film reboot from
Marvel Studios.
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Cox was executive producer Joe Quesada’s ﬁrst choice for Daredevil long before Marvel actually got the ﬁlm rights back.

Jay Z calls for authenticity in launching new streaming service
BY AMANI JAMES
STAFF WRITER

The biggest superstars in music
descended on New York on March
30, though no one was aware of the
coming change.
Rihanna as well as Usher and
other artists dropped hints on
Twitter and Facebook. A video of
a boardroom full of artists like Madonna and Daft Punk in full gear
surfaced, and soon after that, a live
conference was streamed online
introducing a new streaming service like no other.
Music streaming has become
the norm. No longer do fans buy
each song through iTunes. Instead,
they choose to pay a premium for
streaming providers like Pandora
and Spotify. For a small monthly
price, customers get access to an
unlimited music library as well
as offline streaming. With access
to services like this, the sharing of
music has become simpler than
ever. However, that simplicity has
somewhat damaged the worth as
well as the quality of music.
Rapper and CEO Jay Z began to
shop for a music streaming company months ago. What people did
not know was that his next move
would be the evolution of music
streaming as we know it today.
Tidal combines high-fidelity
sound quality, curated editorial
and high-definition music videos
to provide a new means of entertainment. If Jay Z, one of hip-hop’s
biggest moguls, could not gather
enough fans to support his endeavor, maybe the extensive list of equity partners could cover the rest.
Beyonce, Rihanna, Kanye West,
J. Cole, the elite of Jay Z’s Roc Nation, are all equal investors in Tidal, but the list does not stop there.
With Nicki Minaj, Arcade Fire, Daft
Punk, Calvin Harris, Alicia Keys, Jason Aldean, Madonna, Usher, Jack

White and deadmau5 as partners,
these artists serve as the sole owners of the first artist-owned streaming company.
Today, most streaming sites
provide a consistent list of features.
These services have the ability to
sort music by artist, composer and
producer. They also allow users to
hear other tracks that others are
interested in as well as share them
through social media. One of the
most useful features is desktop access, which gives users the ability to
use the service through phone apps
as well as their desktops for easy accessibility. However, Tidal provides
something totally different from
the standard streaming app.
With such major investors on
the line, this power play might

seem like enough to justify the
$20 fee, though this is not necessarily true. The benefits of Tidal
are different from its competitors.
Because it focuses on music as an
art form, Tidal provides users with
credit of all the music provided on
its service.
This allows users to see the
composers, writers and other contributors within the app. Tidal also
provides a Shazam-like feature
that gives the users the power to
search for a song through their
phone’s microphone. One feature
that avid YouTube users would
appreciate would be its ad-free
music videos.
User frustration has steadily
increased as ads have become
a staple of Internet entertain-

ment, therefore making ad-free
music videos a beneficial perk to
music fans.
With the use of “expertly curated
editorial,” Tidal allows artist to provide personal information through
posts that provide users with a look
into the process of creating music. This allows artists to organize,
develop and share information
with users through the interface.
This unique sharing of information provides a blog aspect to the
streaming service.
This aspect is currently being
used to showcase the possibilities
Tidal has to offer. Beyonce provided the first exclusive through Tidal
by releasing “Die With You” on
their anniversary. But the release
did not stop after Tidal’s relaunch.
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Tidal was launched ﬁrst through social media and then oﬃcially at a brief press conference held in Midtown Manhattan.

Erykah Badu released They Die By
Dawn days later with the release of
Rihanna’s new music video “American Oxygen.” All these releases are
exclusive to Tidal.
What many would consider its
best feature is the lossless music,
with its clear, untampered sound.
Pandora and Spotify only provide
MP3 files. Tidal provides an authenticity like no other and this
authenticity is what separates Tidal
from the rest of the providers.
The importance of sound can
only be understood and allocated by artists themselves. Even
though there have been a number of headphones created to amplify the sound provided by MP3
files, nothing can ever compare to
the original.

With such major investors on
the line, this power play might
seem like enough to justify
the $20 fee, though this is not
necessarily true. The beneﬁts
of Tidal are diﬀerent from its
competitors. Because it focuses
on music as an art form, Tidal
provides users with credit of
all the music provided on its
service. This allows users to
see the composers, writers and
other contributors within the
app.
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HBO’s fan-favorite Game of Thrones draws in new wave of fans
BY JONATHAN ALBUJAR
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

HBO’s most-watched original
drama of all time, Game of Thrones,
has returned for a fifth season. The
season’s first episode, titled “The
Wars to Come,” picks up where the
fourth season left off. The Nielsen
ratings indicate that the season
premiere recorded a series-high
viewership of 8 million viewers,
and that is before factoring in the
DVR and Video-On-Demand audience viewers in the days following.
The title of the season opener
is meant to set up the multiple
plots of the season. The most important of the many ongoing wars
being the fight for the iron throne,
which is the struggle the show is
named after.
At the beginning of this season, the seven kingdoms are led by
Tommen Baratheon, who assumed
power after his brother, formerly

King Joffrey, died in the previous season. There are several who
threaten his fragile grip on power,
especially with his grandfather, the
ferocious Tywin Lannister meeting his demise in the season four
finale. Those seeking to claim the
throne include Stannis Boratheon,
who believes he is the rightful heir
to fallen King Robert Baratheon
and Daenerys Targaryen, who believes Robert snatched the throne
unjustly from her father.
Daenerys enters this season
fighting her own internal war in
how best to govern the cities of Essos, which she conquered in the
past few seasons. Although she
is building toward sailing across
the Narrow Sea with her massive
army, she must first prove to herself she can successfully govern a
smaller country.
However, her dragons are becoming unruly, her trusted advisor Jorah Mormont was exiled for

previously spying on her, and the
former masters she overthrew are
rebelling against her rule. So the
question remains: Will Daenerys
ever make it to Westeros?
Meanwhile, north of the Wall,
Stannis’ storyline has merged with
Jon Snow’s as we last saw Stannis saving Jon from the Free Folk,
led by the King-Beyond-the-Wall
Mance Rayder. Since being narrowly defeated in season two in his
war against the Lannisters for the
throne, Stannis has regained momentum in his quest. Although his
intentions in the throne are unclear
going into the new season, viewers can be sure that his reasons are
linked with strengthening his positioning before striking the ruling
army a second time.
Another proxy war central to
the future of Westeros is the battle
between Queen Regent Cersei Lannister and lady-in-waiting Margaery Tyrell. Cersei has been wary

WWW.BLOG.SKYLIGHT.COM

Daenerys, also known by her Dothraki queen name, Khaleesi, is the mother of three dragons and widow to Khal Drogo.

of Margaery since she first arrived
in King’s Landing, and their rivalry
has only escalated since then. With
Joffrey out of the picture and Margaery promised to the new King
Tommen, Cersei is sure to undercut Margaery’s influence at any opportunity in the new season, and
Margaery has shown she will not go
down without a fight.
Cersei’s troubles are compounded by the death of her father,
who was killed by her brother Tyrion in the season four finale. Tyrion
immediately flees King’s Landing
with the help of Varys, who decides
to leave with Tyrion. They are heading across the Narrow Sea, with
previews leading up to the season
premiere pointing to crossing paths
with Daenerys.
Arya Stark has also decided to
leave the Seven Kingdoms and
seems to be headed somewhere
new. With nowhere else to go, she
decided to head to Braavos, where

Although she is building
toward sailing across the
Narrow Sea with her massive
army, she must ﬁrst prove to
herself she can successfully
govern a smaller country.
However, her dragons are
becoming unruly, her trusted
advisor Jorah Mormont was
exiled for previously spying on
her, and the former masters
she overthrew are rebelling
against her rule.

an old friend Jaqen H’ghar had told
her to go if she ever needed a place
to stay a few seasons back.
Characters from seasons past
that will not appear in season five
are Bran Stark and Hodor. These
characters’ storylines have caught
up to their storylines in George R.R.
Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire novels and showrunners David Benioff
and D.B. Weiss made the decision
to give these characters the season
off, but they will return.
The progress of plot of the TV
version of Game of Thrones catching
up to the novels has been subject
of much debate this season, with
many other storylines also nearing where they left off in Martin’s
fifth novel, A Dance With Dragons.
Creators Benioff and Weiss have
finally commented on the matter,
confirming that the show will likely
end before Martin’s seventh novel
is released, spoiling the ending for
book readers.
In an interview with Vanity Fair,
they stated, “Luckily, we’ve been
talking about this with Martin for
a long time ... and we know where
things are heading. We’ll eventually
meet up at pretty much the same
place where George is going. There
might be a few deviations along the
route, but we’re heading toward the
same destination.”
HBO’s season five launch also
hit a snag just one day before the
premiere. The cable channel sends
out DVD screeners to critics to view
episodes early, under the condition that they are not released to
the public. One of these copies was
leaked on the eve of the premiere,
resulting in the first four episodes
being leaked prematurely. Although this did not seem to hurt
HBO when the viewer figures were
released, this is sure to cause headaches for viewers who abhor having the show spoiled for the next
few weeks.
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Science & Technology
Chemical used for cancer treatment may improve night vision
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
STAFF WRITER

Science for the Masses, a “biohackers” team, recently furthered
experimentation for nighttime vision enhancement using a solution originally used to treat cancer
patients and the visually impaired.
Biohackers teams are characterized as groups of scientifically
curious people who assemble to
conduct relatively inexpensive
biological science experiments
without the availability of university laboratories. This can vary from
combining genes or DNA of glowin-the-dark fish with that of algae to
create glow-in-the-dark plants to,
in this case, combining chemicals
that can be absorbed in the eyes for
reactive light amplification resulting in night vision.
The purpose of this particular
experiment was to possibly expand
the application of the original solution containing three chemicals by
adding another essential ingredient to be used in individuals with
perfect vision.
Should the study prove valid, then similar technology can
someday be used to supplement
night vision goggles and other
expensive devices.
The four chemicals used for this
experiment are Chlorin e6, insulin
in saline, dimethlysulfoxide, and
a natural molecule and a photosensitizer used in cancer laser
treatment.
The chemical Ce6 has been
used as a therapy agent for cancer patients. Ce6 can be found in
deep-sea fish or plants like algae. It

is specifically used as a photosensitizer to create light amplification.
The energy reaction creates oxygen,
an excess of which induces apoptosis, or programmed suicide of the
cancer cells. The reactive power of
this chemical on biological species
raises concern among the scientific
community of its long-term effects.
Ce6 mixed with insulin in a saline solution is widely used to treat
the night blindness side effects of
cancer treatment. The insulin acts
as a permeability agent for the solution to pass through the retina and
is, thus, the second most important
component. Without this added
chemical, Ce6 cannot pass through
bilayers of biological membranes
or layers of aggregate cells.
This team introduces the fourth
chemical, DMSO, into the solution
to further increase permeability.
DMSO should be used with caution because it has been shown to
increase vulnerability of the body
to outside bacterial agents and
chemicals. The combination of
Ce6, insulin in saline and DMSO
would hopefully create the most
notable effects.
Five individuals were tested,
four as part of a control group and
one with this combined solution.
The subject’s eyes were first flushed
with saline to get rid of micro-debris or any other contaminants that
could negatively affect the results.
His eyes were then pinned open
with a small speculum to prevent
the possibility of the subject blinking away the solution prior to full
absorption into the retina. Three
doses of the Ce6 solution were applied to the conjunctival sac using
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The complete solution is applied to the eye in small doses. There appear to be no long-term side eﬀects to the eyedrops.
a micropipette. The black color of
the Ce6 disappeared after a few
seconds. To prevent damage to the
eyes from excess light entering the
retina, black sclera lenses were fitted into the eyes and dark sunglasses were placed on top.
Two hours after the application of the solution, the subject
and the four controls were taken
into a darkened grove with trees
and bushes. All subjects were then
asked to identify objects from varying distances, the same objects or
symbols on varying background
colors at varying distances and
moving subjects on varying back-

Centenarians share secrets to long life

RALPH SCHNEIDER

Discovering the secret to a long
life is an eternal desire of humankind. The topic has showcased
ideas and theories of individuals
from virtually every discipline including philosophers, psychologists, theologians and plenty of
others. Stories of fountains of
youth and biblical figures living
until the age of 120 have flooded
people’s minds for centuries.
It is only recently that the subject of a lengthy life has re-entered
into conversation with extensive
media coverage of the world’s oldest people. These people are centenarians—over a century old in
age—and they are all women.
According to the most recent
life expectancy estimates, women
on average live approximately five
years longer than men, and this
fact may not be arbitrary.
In 2013, The Guinness Book of
World Records recognized Misao
Okawa of Japan as the World’s Oldest Person. She held the title until
she passed away on April 1, shortly
after celebrating her 117th.
Following her passing, another
woman born in the 19th century,
Gertrude Weaver of Arkansas,
and assumed the position of the
world’s oldest individual at 116
years of age, but passed away on
April 6. She was known to attribute
her longevity to her kindness, use

of skin moisturizer and avoidance
of fast food restaurants.
Another woman of 115 years
credited divinity for her old age in
an interview with the Associated
Press. A fourth centenarian even
cited her drinking three Dr. Peppers a day as the reason for reaching her old age.
Of course, most of these accounts are to be taken with a grain
of salt, but there may be some validity to their responses.
Most of the women mentioned
their diets as primary means of
long life. Previous studies have
shown correlations between a
healthy diet, such as vegetarian or
high fiber, and a longer life.
The truth is that one may never
know the secret to a long life, but
researchers at the University of
California, San Diego, believe they
found a cause of why certain individuals and individuals of a species matter live longer than others.
The answer, in brief, is genetics. The researchers looked at the
gene CD33rSIGLEC, which helps
mitigate inflammation. The findings of their study, published in the
scientific journal eLife, establishes
a positive correlation between the
number of copies of the anti-inflammatory gene and length of life.
Noting the significance of the
study, co-leader of the study, Dr.
Ajit Varki, said that to his knowledge, “It’s the first time lifespan
has been correlated with single
gene copy number.”
The CD33rSIGLEC gene functions by coding for a siglec (sialic
acid-binding
immunoglobulintype lectin) receptor protein that
binds sialic acid. When the molecule of sialic acid is bound to the
receptor, immune cells are “shut
down.” The same cells, responsible for fighting infection in the
body, also leave behind traces of
their battle in the form of inflam-

mation. This can become an issue
of chronic inflammation, or a constant state of inflammation that
wears on the immune system.
In Varkni and Pascal Gagneux’s
study, 14 mammalian species with
more copies of CD33rSIGLEC were
found to have longer lifespans
than those with fewer copies. Mice,
with only around five copies of the
gene, live for about two years. Humans, having 14 copies of the gene,
lived for 80 years. The researchers
are now looking to see if the correlation holds for comparing humans with different amounts of
copies of the gene.
Aside from the aspect of genetics, there are many foods that
one can eat to mitigate chronic
inflammation and thereby live
longer. Fruits, vegetables, nuts and
omega-3 fatty acids are all consumables that have been linked to
reducing inflammation.
Dr. Joel Brind, professor of biology and endocrinology at Baruch
College, is a strong proponent of
anti-inflammation as a way to keep
the body healthy and free from disease. He has since developed his
own company, Sweetamine, which
sells supplements of the amino
acid glycine.
Brind believes that the average person is deficient in this important amino acid due to the fact
that it is mostly found in the bone
and connective tissues of meats
that one typically does not eat. He
stands behind the idea that having
sufficient amounts of glycine in
one’s diet is a surefire way to tackle
the chronic inflammation that cuts
so many lives short.
The jury is still out on what can
be done to lengthen one’s life. With
advancements in the field of science and research, we are getting
closer to the secret, and maybe
someday we will all live to the ages
of Okawa and Weaver.

grounds from varying distances.
The results of the study showed
the experimental subject was able
to consistently recognize symbols
that were not visible to the control
subjects. The Ce6 subject was able
to identify distant subjects 100 percent of the time while the control
subjects were only able to do so
one-third of the time.
However, it is vital to note that
the study has severe limitations.
There were only five test subjects,
and the study has not been peerreviewed; therefore, the results are
questionable at best.
While there have been no re-

ported side effects on the Ce6
subject 20 days after the study was
conducted, this study was largely
subjective.
According to the research study,
“The Ce6 solution has been shown
to work in as little as one hour, with
the effects lasting for ‘many hours’
afterwards.”
Further research will be underway to analyze objective results
using a Ganzfeld stimulator, a machine that fills a user’s field of vision with an intense singular color.
These medical instruments will be
used to measure the level of electrical activity changes in the eyes.
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Dirty Bomb’s pay-in closed, beta opens

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Dirty Bomb has a high level of hardware requirements to run eﬃciently.
BY CALVIN RONG
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Dirty Bomb was recently released on Steam as a buy-in closed
beta. The game is yet another objective-based first person shooter,
created by Splash Damage and
published by the Korean free-toplay giant Nexon.
The story takes place in an
abandoned London in the year
2020 after a mysterious radiationbased disaster. The game expands
on many issues addressed in
Splash Damage’s last high-profile
release, Brink, which gained infamy as one of Splash Damage’s largest commercial failures. The 2011
shooter was built largely on hype
and suffered major performance
issues for consoles during launch.
The largest mechanical issue
with Brink was its slow pace. For
a game that had an elaborate parkour system, the gameplay was
clunky. Each team has a class that
can buff their teammates, but this
can only be done when the player
is right next to someone. This often
results in trying to buff someone’s
damage and having to chase him

down to do it.
Dirty Bomb is a much faster
game than Brink. The movement is
much quicker and harkens to the
roots of the FPS genre. Players can
wall jump and crouch jump similar
to the more classic FPS like Quake.
The combination of tight crosshairs and low spread of bullets
culminates in a gaming experience
that is quick, satisfying and relies
purely on player skill to do well.
To help with the quick pacing,
the cross hairs spread is decreased
so players can easily run and gun
as they please while shooting accurately. Even the Dirty Bomb tutorial recommends against aiming
down the sight unless desperately
needed.
Player interaction uses a class
system similar to Battlefield, in
which players don the various
roles of mercenaries on the battlefield. Depending on their abilities,
players can drop health and ammo
for players to pick up, which are
helpful perks because players start
with very little reserve ammunition. Brink had a fatal flaw with
this issue, as players would have
to link together to share benefits.

This way, you can be a team player
without going out of your way to
help a teammate.
This was also applied to setting
up mines, which most players did
not have an issue with. In Brink,
it took time to set up a mine, but
in Dirty Bomb, you simply throw
it and allow time for it to set. As
a result, the only gameplay mechanic that requires the player to
be left in the open and unable to
defend themselves is when reviving a downed teammate or setting
up the objective, which pairs well
with the movement mechanics of
the game.
Dirty Bomb connects every
objective on a map with a flowing
continuous narrative. For example, the first objective might be to
escort a bot to tear a hole open in
a virology lab. Once escorted to a
gate, the goal becomes to destroy
the gate, and once inside the virology lab, the objective changes
to grabbing the viral sample and
delivering it to a helicopter nearby.
By doing this, the map has a continuous story where context is given for each objective.
Sadly, not all of Dirty Bomb is
in the control of Splash Damage.
Within the beta buy-in release,
Nexon is already implementing
micro-transactions. The newest mercenary is available for
purchase for 30,000 credits. This
would not be an issue if the credit
earn rate was not so low. In a good
game players earn around 300
credits for 25 minutes. This means
a player must play 125 games
just to buy one new mercenary
or pay $10.
Dirty Bomb shows promise,
looking to be the game Splash
Damage wanted Brink to be. As
long as Nexon eases up on its money grubbing, Dirty Bomb looks to
be shaping up to be another jewel
in Splash Damage’s crown.

Twins begin yearlong space mission
BY MIKHAIL RELUSHCHIN
STAFF WRITER

A historical one-year space
mission, with implications for future missions to Mars and beyond,
is now in progress. NASA astronaut
Scott Kelly and Roscosmos cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko will
spend one year on the International Space Station, studying the
effects of prolonged stays in a zero
gravity environment on the human
body. Kelly and Kornienko, as well
as cosmonaut Gennady Padalka,
were launched from the Baikonur
Cosmodrome on March 27, docking in the ISS later that day.
The crew’s mission is the first
yearlong stay by anyone on the ISS,
where the standard period of residence is six months. This will also
be the longest stay in space by an
American astronaut. Russian cosmonauts previously spent a year
in space as part of the Soviet space
program on the Mir space station
between 1987 and 1995.
They will join Terry Virts of
NASA, Samantha Cristoforetti of
the European Space Agency and
cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov until
the trio returns to Earth in May.
The mission involves the study
of various changes within the human body in zero gravity conditions. Scientists on the ground
and the astronauts themselves
will monitor a variety of health
factors, including eye health,
sleep cycles, stress, immune function and metabolism. A psychological study will also occur, with
Kelly indicating that he would
keep a personal journal, at least
part of which would be available
to researchers.
In a press release, NASA said
the data from these tests “will be
used to determine whether there
are ways to further reduce the
risks on future long-duration missions necessary for deep space
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Twin studies allow scientists to have a large amount of control in research.
missions.”
The study also integrates research on genetic changes. Kelly’s
identical twin and former astronaut Mark Kelly will participate in
a twin study from Earth. The effects
of space flight will be measured
by comparing blood samples and
other physical data collected from
both brothers before and after the
mission, with researchers seeking
any detectable changes.
It is hoped that the data gathered in these experiments will lead
to a better understanding of how
the human body adapts to a lack
of gravity. Studies in this field have
previously been limited.
According to space station program scientist Julie Robinson, “We
know a lot about six months, but
we know almost nothing about
what happens between six and 12
months in space.”
NASA has stated it believes that
the experiments could have a wide
variety of uses back home, particularly for people with “altered immunity” or recovering from a long
period of bed rest. Beyond Earth,
they see the information as vital
for a potential manned mission
into deep space.
Alongside the collection of data

on physiological changes, the mission will also monitor changes in
motor function. Upon returning to
Earth, the subjects will be assigned
several tasks, such as heavy lifting
and construction. They would have
to be performed while readjusting
to high gravity, which can cause a
variety of associated symptoms.
These activities will simulate “the
practical tasks that astronauts have
to do after a transit to Mars, things
they would have to do right away
after they land,” said Robinson.
These experiments come during a debate over NASA’s goals for
the years ahead. Currently, NASA
has two dueling priorities. One is
the deepening of the asteroid exploration program, including the
potential redirection of an asteroid into lunar orbit, as well as a
commitment made by President
Barack Obama in 2010 to visit an
asteroid by the mid-2020s. The
other is research into deep-space
exploration technology, with the
goal of a manned mission to Mars
within 20 years.
The NASA Advisory Council
made a statement on April 10 affirming their belief that NASA
should prioritize Mars, even at the
cost of the asteroid initiative.
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Connection found between beards and attractiveness in men
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
STAFF WRITER

The number of men sporting
a beard seems to be on the rise in
recent years. What might have been
associated with older men has now
found its way to newer generations,
including young adults.
A recent study led by Dr. Cyril
Grueter, a biological anthropology
professor at the University of Western Australia, found that growing
beards could be associated with
competition, dominance and
attractiveness.
The study was published in the
academic journal Evolution and
Human Behaviour. Grueter’s team
analyzed the connection between
living in large groups of primates,
predominantly monkeys, and “ornaments,” such as beards.
According to the study, “The
strength of conspicuous ornaments
in conveying male rank, dominance and social status may vary
depending on the composition and
size of the social group.”
The study was conducted on visual sexual-dimorphic traits of 154
species, including humans. In order to understand the effects of social groups on ornamentation, the
scientists made sure that the data
was taken from groups of an average size, a factor that was relative
to each species. In the case of humans, the group tested comprised
of 490 subjects.
The results indicated that species living in larger groups had
higher scores for the amounts of
ornamentation, and vice versa.
In addition, the value of said ornaments is much higher in large
social groups.
“Human males with beards …
are perceived as more masculine,
and also more dominant than
males without beards. So it’s possible that male facial hair is also
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Grueter’s study found that beards could be attributed to increased attractiveness, competition and dominance.
the outcome of intramale competition,” Grueter said in a video posted
on UWA’s YouTube channel.
This means that in a society with
a large male population, the competition may lead to more elaborate ornamentation, including the
growth of beards. Other forms of
ornamentation in humans may include jewelry, which can be attributed to higher economic status.
Surprisingly enough, this is not
the first study that scientists conducted to test the reasoning behind the growing effects of beards.
A study published in 2012 proved
that beards could change perception of age, social status and aggressiveness.
The study was conducted using
photographs of 19 men. Of these

men, 10 were New Zealanders of
European descent with ages ranging from 20 to 30 years. The remaining nine were Samoan ranging
from 20 to 27 years old. All of the
participants were required to have
a beard, which the scientists specifically defined as facial hair that
has not been trimmed for at least
six weeks.
The participants had four pictures taken. First, they were asked
to take photographs smiling and
frowning while fashioning their
beards. Then they were asked to
shave their beards off and once
again take pictures while smiling
and frowning. The study was composed of four smaller studies. Each
study was rated on a scale of zero
to five, with zero indicating lack of

attractiveness and five being the
most attractive.
For the first study, researchers recorded the levels of attraction that female subjects reported
on photographs of smiling men,
both with and without beards. As
it turns out, women from both New
Zealand and Samoa found cleanshaven men more attractive than
those fashioning a full beard.
The second measured men’s
judgement of “physical aggressiveness,” clean-shaven and bearded.
Results showed that men withfull beards seemed more aggressive than those without in both
countries; the difference between
bearded and shaved men averaging one point in New Zealand and
one-and-a-half in Samoa.

In the third study, the researchers assessed the judgement by both
sexes regarding the social status of
men before and after shaving. Men
with beards were perceived as having higher social status than the
shaved men in both nations.
Lastly, the fourth study tested
how beards change the perception of age by both sexes. Results
showed that beards made men
from both nations appear significantly older, although Samoans
indicated a higher age difference
for bearded men than New Zealanders. The last result might be attributed to association large beards
used to be attributed to older men.
A study published in Social Behavior and Personality, an international journal on Jan. 1, 1990,
examined the attitude of managers
toward applicants with or without
facial hair. In this case, 228 managers were shown five sketches of
men with different facial hair along
with one clean-shaven man.
Results showed “consistently
more positive perceptions of social/physical attractiveness, personality, competency and composure for men with facial hair.”
While it does not mean that male
job applicants should start growing
beards, the results show an interesting response to facial hair.
Matthew Spataro is a freshman
at Baruch College undeclared in
major, as well as a proud beardwearer. “Half of the time I’m just
really lazy and don’t want to shave,
and the other half … it just makes
me look older. It’s useful.”
Another freshman, Yahav BenShoan, also expressed her opinion
on this issue. “It’s a way for a man
to look rugged and tough without
much work,” Ben-Shoan said, later
adding, “The greatest men of all
time had beards, and many want to
live up to that—think Gandalf and
Abraham Lincoln.”

Hyundai unveils first mass-produced hydrogen powered car in US
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The Hyundai Tucson is likely to be the ﬁrst of many hydrogen-powered vehicles to become common within the United States.
BY HASIN ISHRAQUE
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Hyundai has long been an underdog in the automotive industry.
Despite this, the carmaker has left
its mark on the global market by
integrating new technology in its
products. Hyundai’s most ambitious venture yet is the newly released Hyundai Tucson, the first
hydrogen fuel cell-powered vehicle
available on the U.S. market.
Though the first to offer a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle on such
a large scale, Hyundai is already
facing competition. Toyota has announced its own fuel cell vehicle
due for launch later this year. The
Mirai, which translates to “future,”
is Toyota’s next step forward with
fuel cell technology. The years
2016 and 2017 are slated to bring
even more competition, as other
car manufacturers have expressed
plans or are already slated to start
selling their own designs. Many
news agencies, automobile interest

blogs and other sources are reporting that industry heavyweights like
Mercedes-Benz and Lexus (Toyota’s luxury brand) are planning to
finish development on their own
hydrogen fuel cell projects.
The Department of Energy, supportive of fuel cell technologies,
explains how they work on their
website. Fuel cells operate similarly
to a battery, with cathode and anode ends. The chemical processes
of oxidation and reduction plays a
main role in fuel cell operation.
Hydrogen, which acts as the
vehicle’s fuel source, enters the anode. The anode is the area where
oxidation, or a loss of electrons,
takes place. A catalyst pries the
hydrogen atoms apart, splitting
positively charged protons and
negatively charged electrons. The
electrons, now separated, are guided towards the cathode end of the
fuel cell on a path separate from
the positively charged hydrogen
ions. This movement of electrons
creates an electric current, the

power source for the vehicle. On
the cathode end, oxygen is channeled in through the air intakes in
the vehicle. Another catalyst binds
the incoming oxygen, negatively
charged electrons and positively
charged hydrogen ions in order to
form the final end products.
Zero pollutant emissions are the
end results of the procedure, with
water, electricity and heat energy
being the only byproducts of the
reaction. As each individual fuel
cell produces a negligible amount
of electricity, fuel cells are grouped
in several “stacks.” This is the same
way that the Tucson is powered.
What Hyundai states sets its vehicle apart from previous models
is the fact that it does not appear
to require compressed gas. Previous vehicles needed sources of
compressed air to keep the hydrogen cells powered; however, the
Tucson can use “near ambient air
pressure,” as explained on the FAQ
portion of the vehicle’s product
website. This allows the Tucson to

become increasingly more energy
efficient during its operation.
A large part of Hyundai’s marketing campaign for the vehicle
centers on the advantages it supposedly has over current hybrid
and electric-powered vehicles.
Among these advantages is a long
range, reportedly an EPA-estimated
maximum of 265 miles. In addition,
Hyundai states that the battery will
have a 10-minute recharge time.
This is a clear advantage over several models of electric-powered vehicles as complaints about lengthy
recharge times are numerous.
Though the first mass-produced,
commercially available hydrogen
cell vehicle, Hyundai’s Tucson is
not the first car to enter the hydrogen vehicle foray. Several models
of hydrogen cell vehicles have actually been produced, usually in
an experimental or pilot program
capacity, over the last decade or so.
However, only a few of the earlier
models could be truly considered
“zero-emission.” Contrarily, several
were hybrids among traditional
combustion engines, electric motors and fuel cells. Moreover, the
models were primarily distributed
to high-profile figures or individuals who met a certain criteria, as
opposed to mass-market availability for the Tucson.
On that note, though the Tucson
will be available throughout much
of the United States soon enough,
currently it is only available in areas
of Southern California. This stems
from the fact that other areas of the
nation simply lack the hydrogenfueling stations required to power
the vehicle, as noted by Hyundai
on their Tucson website. More stations will be built over the next few
months as the nation’s infrastructure adapts to the shifting trends in
the automobile industry.
Another important factor to
consider for people expecting to

buy the Tucson: it actually is not
available for purchase in the traditional sense. Though it is available
on the mass-market, as advertised,
it is currently only purchasable for
a three-year lease.
A lease is an option offered by
most car manufacturers as an alternative to purchasing the vehicle. Under a lease, buyers operate
the vehicle for a specified period
of time before returning it to the
manufacturer, all set at a specific
monthly price. Though users often
have the option of purchasing the
vehicle for a discounted price after the lease, the Tucson does not
currently have this offer. Whether
Hyundai will change their stance
on the issue remains to be seen.
Despite the current leasing issue, there are still several factors
that make the vehicle an advantageous choice. As reported by NY1,
Hyundai offers a rather convincing incentive for those currently
looking to obtain the vehicle in the
foreseeable future: free, unlimited
fuel in the only area where it is currently available, Southern California. On the vehicle’s page, Hyundai
also mentions how the car “will
qualify for a $5,000 rebate under
California’s Clean Vehicle Rebate
Project.” To sweeten the deal once
more, Hyundai is also slated to offer free maintenance during the
leasing period.
Though other radical designs
and concepts for zero-emission
transportation methods have been
introduced over the last decade
or so, including vehicles powered
by solar energy or electricity and
compressed air, few hold as much
promise as the hydrogen fuel cellpowered vehicle. Indeed, this is the
direction that consumers and manufacturers are appearing to take,
with the Hyundai Tucson hopefully
acting as forerunner for a long list
of vehicles to come.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: POP ICONS

APRIL 2015
MON

20
TUES

21
WED

22
THURS

23
FRI

24
SAT

25
SUN

26

ACROSS
1. Fathom
6. Priestly vestment
9. Steinbeck’s “Of ____
and Men”
13. Yogurt-based dip
14. *James Dean famously
died in one
15. Dugout vessel
16. Cupid’s ammo
17. Business degree
18. Rose oil
19. *”Single Lady” no more
21. *Famous for his pop art
23. “Back To The Future”
actress
24. Mark of a ruler
25. Equinox mo.
28. *Michael Jackson’s record
label
30. Frog-like amphibians
34. Footnote word
36. Black cat, to some
38. Fork tooth
40. Caﬀeine tree
41. Fat cat in the Orient
43. Dwarf buﬀalo
44. Remove from existence
46. ___ Verde National Park
47. Town
48. Uncredited actor
50. Count on

SMALL WORKS BARUCH: JURIED SHOW WINNERS
Noon-5 p.m. | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
WORKSHOP WITH DANIEL SZYMANSKI
6:30-9:30 p.m. | VC2-125 | Free
DRAGAN KUJUNDZIC PRESENTS: FROZEN TIME, LIQUID MEMORIES
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. | 17 Lexington Ave., Room 360 | Free
SPRING 2015 ACKERMAN LECTURE
Reception: 5-6 p.m., Program: 6-7:30 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free
DOCUMENTARY SCREENING: TOILET TRAINING
12:30-1:30 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
MASTERING SOFT SKILLS
7:30-8:45 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
SILBERMAN CONCERT SERIES: THE ALEXANDER STRING QUARTET
2:45-3:45 p.m. | VC, BPAC | Free
TRUE TALES OF A LIFE IN PR
6:30-8 p.m. | VC 8-210 | Free | Registration required
CSE INCUBATOR INVITATIONAL INFO SESSION
11 a.m.-2 p.m. | VC 14-270 | Free

Stuff, I think

52. Mad Hatter’s drink
53. Drink from the bottle
55. Break bread
57. Historical records
60. *a.k.a. Heisenberg
64. Poet T.S. _____
65. Santa ____ winds
67. Swimsuit fabric
68. *Actress, singer and
judge
69. Broadcasting medium
70. African chieftain
71. ____ hall
72. *a.k.a. Ernesto Guevara
73. Oﬃce stations
DOWN
1. Snatch
2. Steak choice
3. Gossamer
4. Bar seat
5. Native American group
6. Fictional company in old
cartoons
7. Testing site
8. Quality of having size or
strength
9. Section of S.A.T.
10. A fan of
11. “____ Miner’s
Daughter,” movie
12. Always, to a poet
15. Drive-in server
20. Neutered rooster

22. Pre-college challenge
24. Shipping hazard
25. *”I Wanna Be Like ___”
26. Love intensely
27. Kick back
29. Muslim holy man
31. United ____ Emirates
32. *Homer Simpson:
“Mmm, _____”
33. Saw logs
35. Sail support
37. *Jimmy Durante’s
signature body part
39. *She’s famous for her
“Bad Romance”
42. Farm machine
45. Artiﬁcial substitute
49. Hole punching tool
51. Wailed
54. *Mizrahi, of fashion
and TV
56. Part of bouquet garni
57. Balm ingredient
58. Sips of alcohol
59. Rejections
60. Foal’s mother
61. Frosts a cake
62. “Star ____”
63. *Spock’s famous body
parts
64. Freddy Krueger street
66. National Institute of
Health

JOEY ALLGOOD | WWW.REALWEIRDART.COM

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

TRAINING THE STREET
11 a.m.-6 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free

ISSUE 9

CELEBRATE NATIONAL POETRY MONTH*
3-6 p.m. | Medgar Evers College | Free
RETURN TO GREY GARDENS
9-10:30 p.m. | 17 Lexington Ave., Mason Hall | $25/$35/$45/$75
LEHMAN JAZZ BAND PERFORMS WORKS*
2-3:30 p.m. | Lehman College Music Building, Room 330 | Free
NY FLUTE CLUB CONTEST WINNERS COMPETITION
5:30 p.m. | VC, BPAC | Free
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

Upcoming Events

TIP OF THE WEEK
When attending a career fair or any other networking event, write a brief description of the person
and your conversation on the back of their business card. Doing so will help you remember the
specifics of each individual you meet and make your connection stronger when you follow up.

In Focus

CAREER WEEKS: CIS PANEL
April 21 I 12:30-2:30 p.m. I VC 2-125
Attend to learn more about opportunities in the ﬁeld and network with
representatives from BlackRock, Uncubed and Credit Suisse.
RESEARCHING COMPANIES
April 21 I 5-6:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Researching companies of interest is a crucial step in job and internship
search process. Come ﬁnd out some smart strategies to do so.

RISING STARR SOPHOMORE PROGRAM
The Rising Starr Sophomore Program (RSSP) is an intensive semester-long program that develops participants’ skills and leadership abilities and prepares them to navigate the constantly changing and demanding
marketplace. RSSP is open to all rising sophomores at Baruch College. Students in the program are required to
build a career portfolio through activities and/or events from diﬀerent curriculum areas. The participants will also
have the opportunity to work closely with SCDC to explore their major and career interests through structured
on- and oﬀ-campus learning experiences and activities. RSSP is open to students from all majors who have a
3 and above GPA. The application deadline is June 26, 2015. For more information on the application process,
please visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/careers/rssp.

CAREER WEEKS: GOVERNMENT AND NONPROFIT PANEL
April 22 I 4:30-6 p.m. I VC 2-125
Find out about opportunities in this ﬁeld and hear from individuals
who are building successful careers in the public sector.
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR INTERNSHIP
April 23 I 3-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Want to turn that internship into a job? Come learn more about how to
stand out as an intern and leave with a full-time oﬀer.
For a full list of events and to RSVP, go to STARR Search.

Internship Cafe
Rothschild Asset Management (Paid)
10 WEEK SUMMER HUMAN RESOURCES
INTERNSHIP
The human resources department is responsible for delivering integrated and innovative
HR solutions that allow people
to provide outstanding service
to clients.
Through a variety of projects, the summer intern will
have the opportunity to get a
hands-on, inside understanding of the business and the
work undertaken across various HR areas, such as HR policies, HR processes and systems,
and recruitment.

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Successful candidates have a
minimum GPA of 3.2; proﬁciency
in MS Word, Excel and PowerPoint; ability to submit proof of
legal authorization to work in the
United States on a permanent basis; interest in the ﬁeld of human
resources and ﬁnancial services
industry; strong numerical ability; commercial awareness; resourcefulness, team orientation,
enthusiasm and an entrepreneurial spirit demonstrated through
participation in extracurricular
activities.
To learn more and apply, log
into STARR Search (Job ID 76418).

Peer Corner
Internship Advice
By Jubi Gauchan
Peer for Career
As summer approaches, internships begin. Before starting, you
should prepare by speaking to employees of the ﬁrm and researching
more about the ﬁeld that you will be
working in.
On the ﬁrst day of the internship, arrive at the oﬃce early to
get a feel of the company culture,
and make conversation with other early employees to calm your
nerves. If you have a large intern
class, do not be intimidated by
other qualiﬁed students who may
be there. You have all of the cre-

dentials since you were chosen to
be there.
Here are a few points to consider
to make your experience successful:
• The internship is similar to an
extended interview to see if
you are the right ﬁt for the ﬁrm,
and vice versa. Ask and learn
as much as possible about
the company.
• Always be courteous to those
around you, whether they are
fellow interns or your seniors.
It takes time for someone to
build a good reputation, yet just
an instant for that reputation
to be lost.

• Arrive on time for all meetings.
This shows that you are organized and respectful.
• If told speciﬁcally not to stay
too long after work, do not. But
while you are there, do your
best to learn as much as you
can to gain knowledge of the
industry and make a positive
impression.
• Finally, do well on individual assignments but remember that
team work counts too.
In the end, your internship opportunity is what you make of it.
Good luck!
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Sports
Bearcats win fourth straight, stay undefeated in CUNYAC conference
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER

After splitting their first two
games of the season, Baruch College’s men’s tennis team has gone
4-1 since and is currently on a fourgame winning streak. The team’s
only loss during the five-game
stretch came against Rutgers-Newark, and it was a close one. It was
a hardfought battle between both
teams going back and forth, but it
was ultimately the Scarlet Raiders who were able to edge out the
shorthanded Bearcats for a narrow
4-5 victory.
Determined to redeem their
worrying 1-2 start of the season,
the Bearcats bounced back with
victories against the Lehman Lightning, Brooklyn Bulldogs, John Jay
Bloodhounds and York Cardinals,
which brought the team back to a
winning record. Baruch won their
second game of the season against
the Lightning 8-1 before their first
home game at the U.S. National
Tennis Center. In the home opener,
the Bearcats used the home field
advantage and were able to grab
another convincing victory against
the Bulldogs, 8-1.
In the following game, the
Bearcats faced the Bloodhounds;
the two teams were originally set
to play each other earlier in the
season at the Bearcats’ home field,
but the game was postponed due to
the inclement weather. The Bloodhounds proved to be tougher than
the Bearcats’ previous two opponents, but the Bearcats nonetheless took six of the nine matches for
their third consecutive victory. A

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Samuel Hajibai (left) recorded wins in singles (6-1, 3-6, 7-5) and doubles (8-5) with his teammate, Dardan Sopjani, against the
Bloodhounds on April 6. Allen Meyerovich also picked up a singles game (6-0, 6-1) and doubles (8-1) against the Cardinals.
week later, the team finally played
the Cardinals in another rescheduled match and swept them, winning all nine matches and improving their undefeated record against
CUNYAC teams to 5-0.
In the match against the Scarlett
Raiders, David Alabo and Dardan
Sopjani teamed up to defeat the
Raiders 8-1 and gave the Bearcats

their only victory of the three doubles matches. Alabo also picked up
a singles victory against the Raiders’ Raymond Postadan in three
sets. Allen Meyerovich and Sharki
Ahmed also helped the Bearcats
split the singles matches 3-3 with
their victories.
The Bearcats made a statement
against the Lightning, after un-

fortunate back-to-back losses, by
sweeping the singles competition
6-0. In the doubles matches, upperclassmen Meyerovich and Samuel
Hajibai took their set 8-2. Ahmed
and Chad Seaver, the sophomorefreshmen duo, helped the Bearcats
with an 8-0 victory.
Following their dominant victory, the Bearcats swept the Bulldogs,

Bloodhounds and Cardinals in all
of the doubles matches. After starting with three doubles wins in each
of their competitions, the Bearcats
looked fierce with a winning momentum, and their opponents did
not have an answer.
The Bearcats were only a singles
match away from sweeping the
Bulldogs, but Meyerovich was unable to seal the deal in a tie break
match against Stanley Purcell. Purcell took the match in three sets
7-5, 7-6, 8-6.
After winning the doubles
match against the Bloodhounds,
Meyerovich struggled in the singles
match again. Meyerovich was able
to push the game to another tie
breaker but could not finish in the
set. Arthur Rentzler and Ahmed
lost their respective sets in a tie
breaker as well.
The tennis season is finally coming to an end, and the Bearcats only
have two games left before entering
the playoffs. Their remaining opponents are the College of Staten
Island Dolphins, who are currently the top seed in the CUNYAC
conference with a 6-0 record, and
the Hunter Hawks, who trail the
Bearcats by only one game in the
standings.
The Dolphins and the Hawks
seem to be the only other contenders for the chip, and if the Bearcats
can pull out the next two victories
to finish the season, they will be in
excellent shape for another championship run. The Bearcats have
only missed the championship
twice in their previous 11 seasons
and have won it all in their last
three seasons.
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Teams in desperation mode after big upsets in quarterfinals

BRIAN MCMAHON
With the second legs of the
Champions League quarterfinals
taking place Tuesday and Wednesday, the dream of being Europe’s
best club will be over for four more
teams. Barcelona may have cemented itself as the favorite with
an impressive away win, but each
team will believe it has a chance
to advance to the semifinals and
one step closer to lifting one of
the most prestigious trophies in
world sports. Tuesday’s games
feature two heavyweight teams
that are in unfamiliar territory,
needing to overcome a two-goal
disadvantage.
Bayern Munich was stunned
in the first leg of the quarterfinals
against Porto, going down 2-0 in
the first 10 minutes before going
on to lose 3-1. Though Bayern was
not at full strength in the match,
having three of its most talented
midfielders, Arjen Robben, Franck
Ribery and Bastian Schweinsteiger
sidelined with injury or illness, it
was still a shocking result. The 2013
champions will play more like the
Bayern Munich we are accustomed
to seeing in the second leg, as they
will be the home team, but the club
may have already dug itself into too
deep a hole.
Porto, the Cinderella story of the
Champions League thus far, has a
two-goal cushion heading into the
second leg but still faces a massive

challenge, conceding fewer than
two goals to one of Europe’s most
prolific attackers.
Though it is down, Bayern is far
from out as the team is more than
capable of overcoming a two-goal
deficit. However, if it concedes a
goal at home in the second leg, it
could be lights out for the champions of Germany.
Tuesday’s other match maybe anticlimactic considering the
stranglehold Barcelona already
has on Paris Saint-Germain. Barcelona won 3-1 in Paris in the first
leg, courtesy of two splendid goals
by Luis Suarez and another by Neymar. PSG will need to outscore Barcelona by three to pull off the upset,
and considering it only had possession of the ball for 34 percent of the
first leg, that does not seem likely.
Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s presence
was sorely missed in the first leg,
and the big Swede has his work cut
out for him in the second. PSG did
pull off a surprise win against Chelsea as the away team in the round
of 16, but coming back from a twogoal deficit against the mighty Barcelona may be too much to ask.
Wednesday’s matches feature
teams that failed to create separation against opponents in the first
legs and left everything to play for
in the second.
After being held to a scoreless
draw by rivals Atletico Madrid in
the first leg, Real Madrid will need
to be sharper at the Bernabeu in the
second leg if it is to advance to the
semifinals for the fifth consecutive
season. Real dominated most of the
first leg but was unable to crack Atletico goalkeeper Jan Oblak.
Gareth Bale had a golden opportunity to put Real in front in the
third minute, but Oblak turned the
Welshman away with his first of
several dazzling saves. James Rodriguez tested Oblak in the 36th
and 42nd minutes as well, but the

young Slovene was up to the challenge each time. Real continued to
be the aggressors in the second half
but failed to create genuine scoring
opportunities.
Despite being the home team,
Atletico played a conservative
game, only looking threatening in
the final 10 minutes when Fernando Torres came on as a substitute.
Real has failed to beat Atletico
in seven straight matches since
defeating them in the Champions
League final last May, a streak Atletico is keen on keeping alive. Atletico did a good job of containing
Cristiano Ronaldo in the first leg,
but will have a hard time keeping
the Ballon d’Or winner scoreless
for two straight games.
Atletico was content to play for a
draw in the first leg but cannot rely
on Oblak to keep Real off the scoreboard again. If Atletico scores one
goal in the second leg, it would put
pressure on Real to score two in order to advance, so we may see more
attacking play from Diego Simeone’s men. If there is one team that
has been a constant pain in the side
for Real, it has been Atletico, but it
is hard to pick against the defending champions on their home field.
Juventus took a step in the right
direction with its 1-0 win over Monaco in the first leg, but the Italian
side is far from in the clear. It took
a perfectly taken penalty by Arturo
Vidal to break the deadlock in the
first leg, and the French side will
have plenty of confidence playing
in front of their home crowd the
second time around. Juventus will
be the favorite to advance to the
semifinals, but expect a tight contest throughout in the second leg.
Whichever teams advance to
the semifinals will have thoroughly
deserved their places and will no
doubt continue to entertain in this
magnificent tournament in the
next round.

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

Luis Suarez scored two goals in the ﬁrst leg en route to a 3-1 victory over Paris.

WWW.THEEPOCHTIMES.COM

After a scoreless game, Cristiano Ronaldo looks to break the tie in the second leg.

Spieth becomes second youngest to win Masters in thrilling finish

OMER SEMAN
Tradition, pageantry and prestige are the hallmarks of Augusta
National Golf Club, the site of the
Masters Tournament. Established
in 1934, the Masters is the first major golf tournament of the year and
serves as a litmus test for amateur
and professional golfers to measure their skills against the world’s
best competition.
The jovial par 3 contest is a reprieve from the tension building up
to the Masters, giving the participants’ children, spouses and close
friends an opportunity to share the
spotlight on the course. Legendary
golfers Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and Gary Player, who have won
a combined 13 wins at the Masters,
hit ceremonial tee-shots to kick off
the tourney.
In the days leading up to the
Masters, all eyes were on Tiger
Woods. Woods was shadowed by
doubts as to whether he could even
stay in contention given his recent
back injury that had kept him from
competition the past two months.
He had fallen to 111th in the Official World Golf Rankings, the first
time he dropped out of the top 100
since 1996. The ailing Woods has
been staving off his professional
mortality as he chases Nicklaus’
record of 18 victories at major tournaments and hoped to cut the deficit between them. Yet, it was Jordan
Spieth who garnered all the atten-

WWW. SPORTS.NDTV.COM

In only his second Masters, Spieth scored 2-under 70 to tie the lowest scoring record in Masters history.
tion as the tournament progressed.
After squandering a two-stroke
lead to finish second in 2014, Spieth returned to Augusta National
determined to exact vengeance on
the treacherous course, and he did
just that.
The 21-year-old dominated
from the start, shooting an eightunder par 64 in the first round, one
stroke off the record low while also
becoming the youngest player to
own the lead after the first round.
Spieth did himself one better, hitting a six-under par 66 on day two,
breaking the two-round record
score of 131 by one stroke and positioning himself five strokes ahead
of the field. The narrative of “unstoppable Spieth” shifted during
the weekend, if only slightly. Spieth

showed some vulnerability in the
third round, bogeying the fourth,
seventh and 14th holes. Birdies on
12th, 13th, 15th and 16th brought
him to 18-under par and tied for
a course record, heading into the
17th where he would bring smiles
to his competition.
After shanking his tee-shot into
the crowd, he lofted the ball over
tree coverage to the base of the hill
where the hole was located. His
third shot on the par 4 fluttered to
the edge of the putting green, where
he would hit a stuttering ball short
of the hole and try to escape with
a bogey. The ball lipped out of the
hole as if the golf gods had turned
against Speith for that one hole.
The double bogey and subsequent
par on 18 held Spieth at 16-under

par for the tournament and a four
stroke lead over 2013 U.S. Open
champion Justin Rose heading into
the final round.
While he was not quite as overpowering on day four as he was the
first two, Spieth went on to claim
victory at the Masters. Six more
birdies in the final round gave Spieth the record for most birdies in a
Masters tournament. He finished
18-under par, tying Woods’ record
for the lowest 72-hole score set in
1997. Spieth became the first wireto-wire champion since 1976 and
has set the standard for golfing excellence in 2015.
Spieth’s dominance overshadowed a bevy of impressive performances. Tempered expectations
followed Woods into Augusta,

with some predicting he would not
make the cut to play the weekend.
Woods seemed to have shaken off
the cobwebs in his return to golf,
finishing 5-under par and tied for
17th. After shooting 73 for the first
round, he progressively lowered his
score in second and third rounds
with three and four-under par performances. Woods felt his confidence grow each day. “I’m starting
to get my feels back, my distance
control on my shots,” he said after
his third-round resurgence. Even
after dislocating a bone in his wrist
on the ninth hole during the final
round, he popped it back into place
and ended the tournament with his
head held high.
Three-time Masters champion
Phil Mickelson and Rose were in
hot pursuit of Spieth, both finishing just two strokes behind. They
scored 14-under par, a score that
would have won or tied for first in
74 of the 79 previous Masters contests. Mickelson made four birdies and an eagle in the last round
but still felt like he did not get
all he could.
Rose, much like Mickelson, was
disappointed but ended the tournament strong, birdieing holes 10,
13 and 15. “Playing the last two
holes, it was obvious who was going to win. I was just trying to finish
second” said Rose after tapping in
par shots on 17 and 18 to complete
his Masters tied for second. Mickelson and Rose should be able to
carry their successful outings into
the rest of the year.
While the Masters prides itself
on its rich history, many records
were broken by the sport’s future.
Spieth, barely old enough to drink,
had the golf world in his hands at
Augusta National. He has etched
himself into the annals of Augusta
and will have to get comfortable
donning the iconic green jacket. I
doubt it will be his last.
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